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Certaine godly and comfortable Letters , full of 


Chriſtian conſolation. Written by Af. Ed. Dering vn- 
tolundry of his friends. And now publiſhed, for 
the profit of the Church of God. 


'n 
2. Thiſal6n, r. 15. n 
- Stand faſt, and k'epe the 1nfiruclions which ye hexe been taught, 
eteber by word, or by our Epiſtles, 


2& An Epiſtle of M. Ed. Dering, before his 2 4. Lefture 
on the H-orewes , which he preached the 6. of December, 15735: 
And gaue for a new yeercs gift to the godly im Londoa and clic. 

rt Tol u very lowing frierd, Mailer M. F, 

ff H E outward aflitionsand manifold troubles 

ESE of a great number of Gods children, whoſe tra- 

uaile and labour, from day to day Thad tillin 

experience, & the inward feeling ot many wounded fþi- 
rits, whoſe wotull fighes and bitter mournings,[ beheld 
in other, and had tryed in my ſelfe; it made me very de- 
ſirous to ſeeke for remedies, to ſtop the complaints offo 
grieuous Cr ings, & to prepare our harts ina ſtrong de- 
fence, thatthe fiery darts ofthe devill might notwound 
vs. Vpon this occaiton when I had to expound thar 
place ofthe Apoſtle ful of notable comfort;That Chriſt is 
the dates of his fleſh, offered wp praters and ſupplications to hins - 

that was able to ſane him fro death,with ſtrong crying Cv teares, #00 

and was delinered from the things he feared. ltarryed the . 4 

longer intbatmatter , and declared more at large what...  . 

dablnes &alldraticoif boptivg offered heere varamtÞ;:... 
thatſhould obey the word. Wk wheh I bad done, W357 
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#0: Wa "God! Letters of M- Dering. t 
God gaueme vreerance, the poore in fpirit, towhom I 
applyed my felfe, one or two required me to fet it down 
in wr that it might be proficable tomany , which 
was comfortable to them, I durſt not reieft fuch a good 
requeſt, butthough ſometime [ deferred it, yet I never 
forgotir, till I had written all as 1 was required. Which 
when I had done, I purpoſed then with my ſelte, to 
makeit yet more common, and ſetit abroade n print : 
knowing aſſuredly, where God would giue it increale,it 
ſhould bring torth the fruite of conſolation, that we 
might ſtand vprightin theday of euill. Thus hauinge 
performed both the requeſt of others, and mine owne 
deſire, and the time falling out with the beginning of a 
new yere,]I thought it not amiſle to offer my labour to 
you, who I know would well accept of it asa new yeeres 
gift, though ofno great price, yet of great good will : 
& thoughealily obtained , yer not little ro be eſteemed. 
Therefore my deere brother, whom I loue in Chriſt,and 
reverence in the world, as many waies I haue cauſe, fol 
offer the ſame vnto you : The Lord for his mercies lake 
worke his owne good pleaſure, that I may haue of you 
the fruit that I delire, and you the grace that ye ſtand in 
need of: that as God hath greatly bleſſed you , & made 
you aboundiin many graces to the glory of his name, 
the comfort of your friends, and the benefit of his peo- 
ple: ſo your ioy, that it might bee made perfe&t , you 
mightalſoabound in this, to hauea ſtrong faith againſt 
the day of triall : which God of his mercy will ſurely 
grant vnto you,& finiſh the good work that he hath be- 

un. Though1loue not to ſpeake faire (for flattery and 

Seceirfull praiſes, I ſee what miſchiefethey breed) yet I 

fearenet to bearc you witnes of your wel doing:the ſpi- 

rit of God hath planted humility more ;deepe - y_ 
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And indeedethe youare,che more effecuall you EY 
doe ſee your owne vnworthines, that all your righteouf- Go 
nes isas a defiled cloth; and the more va _ 3 
God, the more youabhor yourſelte, and thatin 

our fleſh there dwelleth no goodnes. Abraham our 
Father, lob, Efay, and many other godly men, ofexcel- 
lent vertue in the fight of God, they bane beene all afto- 
nilſhed,to ſee how their righteouſhes hath been ſcattered 
away as the clowds of the heavens. Paul cryeth out: O 
wretched man that I am, who ſhall deliver me from this 
body of death | But becauſe wee have an enemie, that 
ſpareth not to diſplay all our corruptions before our 
eics, to the end he might make vs deſpaire, therefore we 
may be bold ro the ſtrengthening of our hope, to ſerbe- 
fore vs againe the ſpirituall graces that worke within vs, 
to aſſure our ſelues that we be borne of God. 

So our Sauiour Chriſt praiſed many that beleeued on 
him, ſodid the Apoſtles, ſo may we : and our heavenly 
Father will catifie and confirme our wordes, when wee 
ſpeake the truth, according tothe meafure of faith that 
euery one hath receiued.So Saint Iohn biddeth vs allbe\ 
bold. and not be deceived; He that doth che things thac . 
are righteous, him(elfe is righteous, and like vato Chriſt, 
in who he is ſanftified. So may I fay vnto you; the grace 
of God hath wrought happily in you in theſe yeeres and 
condition of life, that ſo vnfainedly you haue fought the 
Lord. Ir cannot bee of your ſelſe, who are not-able'{> 
much as to thinke one good thought : but it is of him, 
whoſe ſecede abideth in you. And although,becauſe you 
have thattreaſure ina brittle veſſell, you ſee ſometime 
the fruite of old Adam, and the prickes ofhis tranſgref- 
fion within your bowels ; yet feare not his malice that 
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bath wroughrehismoe ; oaxebought yichaGere 
-price,then that ſinnema; I within you,and 
zo that hath purchaſed Sos hewillnotfuffer his inberi- 
rranceto be ſpoiled. It is neceflary you ſhould know your 
fin, or you could not vnderſtand how great were your 
redemption. But your linnes cannot ſeparate you awa 
from him, who hath buried them in the earth, and wi 
not ſee them any more. When you {hall aſcend ro come 
into his (ight, the earth will hold her owne, & keep your 
{innes behind you. The pearcing ſerpent {hall not clime 
to accule you,nor the crooked ſerper thal nor hide your 
redemption from you. Your care is caſt vpon him chat 
careth for you, and you know him who hath ſpoken; 
All power 1s ginen vnto mein heauenandinearth. Ye 
; know him who hath a name aboue all names,that in the 
F name of leſus all knees ſhall bow : eucn hee that bought 


'P you witha price, & you are not your owne. Ifit be po{- 
+ {ible mr__ to perilh,the it is poſſble again that Chriſt 
uffer inturie. This boldnes you haue through 


* ſhould 
: him who hath made manifeſt his grace vnto you , that 
= denying impiety & worldly concupiſcence, ſhould 

jue ſoberly, purely, and godly in this preſent life, and 
looke for the bleſſed hope that ſhall bee reucaled, when 
all ſecrets ſhall be opened. To which iſſue & happy end 
of life,the Lord bring both you and yours,in the fellow- 
ſhip ofhis Saints, to praiſe his holy name,when hee ſhall 
make known vnto you his glory vnſpeakeable, & crown 
it with immortality, Amen. 


Farewell in Chriſt Teſu, and pray for me. 
The 26. of December. 157z. Yours im 
the Lord to command, Ed, Deri 
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A Litter of M. Ed. 'Deving to bis Brother 
Aauſter RD. 

"HE graceof our Lord keſus Chriſt be with you 
; ever Amen. For MuRerS: whether he bee angry 
or no I know nor, it he be God is witneſſe between 
him and me how httleT have deſerucd it, true it is, hee 
ſeed not very welpleaſed, but if God he pleaſed,mans 
goodwill, either 1t thall be rEconciled, orthall notdoe 
much hurt : ifThawe the lofle in worldly things, I am 
content to beare it,and God will ſupply my want where 
] am able to doe nothing, 1 had leuer bee your Brother 
not worth a groite,'bur hauinga good conſcience to 
pray for you, ther-have (as might) great liuing, and 
encomber my conſcience with much (inne. And good 
Brother Dering, here follow me, you ſhalbea great deale 
richer then you are : ſtudy the Scripture, reade bookes, 
beableto reaſon in your faith, eſpecially and aboue#}; 
have a lively feeling of God, that you rhinke more vile 
of all the glory of the world, then ofthe dult of the 
earth : you-knowe wee muſltall perilh, and you muſt 
walke the way ofall fleſh : Our good Parents both Fa- 
therand Mother, they are gone before : you doe bur 
waiterhetime, and you mult goeafter, your goods and 
Jands muſtabide behinde, and the riches of your mind, 
they are onely your owne. Youare myeldeſt Brother, 
jr you know not how glad I would be, to fee you goe 
beforeme in Religion, : God hath giuen you, neithera 
light head nor little vnderſtanding, if you would apply 
your ſelfe vnto- knowledge , you ſhould then reape 1 
the fruite of your labour in more gladneſle of hart thefi +2 
et you can 1magine-begin once but a little, & taſte how 
Frente the Lord is, and you ſhall feele the riches ofhis 
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glory, and fay : ___ the timethateuerI kney it, 
Let not good Brother, let not the world deceive you, it 
is faithleſſe and deceitfull, when-you ſhall loue it be it 
will ſooneſt deceiue you. And of methinkethus :thax 
inthe world I can not:doe youo greata pleaſure, as 
continually to prouoke you to know God : and this I 
ſhall beableto performe, though otherwiſe I ſhall be a- 
ble to pleaſure you nothing,and therefore I belſcech you 
pray for me, and I will pray for you, & fo the Lord God 
(hall helpe vs both, that I may be faithfull which way I 
am called, & you may be ſuchas Idefire, And for Ma- 
ſter S. or any other afſuch high calling, I loue themin 
the Lord, euen as | loue mine owne ſoule, and will pray 
for them while they. and I thall live : Though I beare 
the loſſe of worldly things, yet by the grace of Chriſt, I 
will neuer loſe a good conſcience: and though they bee 
angry with me, yet I will not leaue to pray forthem,and 

commit my cauſe vnto God, he will oneday —_—__ 
bis graces, where hehath ſo well begun, and the K 
(I truſt) be throughly taught, whom God hath already 
fo farre inſtruted. For my. L.of C.Ihaue beeneonce 
with him, but I meane not yet to goethe ſecond time, 
God will worke his will, his name beepraiſed for euer, 
My L. of L. is a good man, I am often with him, I haue 
ſeene in him ſo good tokens ofagood ſpirit, that I reue- 
rence him in my heart, and will ſerue him in Chriſt all 
wayes that I may. And for my doing with any man, I 
pray you tell where you {ce me faulty, but.if you know 
not of any {inne, doe notdiſilwade mee from going vp- 
right.in the Goſpell : But for my comfort, if you ſee me 
greeued, let me ſee in you, how you profeſſe the Goſpel: 
& perſwade your ſelfe of this, thataliuely zeale,& holy 
knowledge in you,& in my Siſter, ſhal make me gage 
| en 


then any Biſhoprickin England. The Lord God for his 
mercies ſake that hath called you ont ofthe kingdameof 
roam ary rg 

ight, make you'to ofthis ou 
may be nnvnd, confirmed, ſfrengthened, and 4 or 
perfit vntotheend, Amen. Fare you well in Ghtift Ieſu, pP. 
and doe my harty commendations to my Siſter, : 


From London, the xix. of Nouember. ”" | 
. Your lowng Brother, Ed.Dering, 


To his Brother Maiſter R. D. 


HE grace of our Lord leſu Chriſt bee with you e+ 

ner, Amen. Good Brother, I wouldgladly write 

oftner vnto you, butotherwiſe 1 haue ſo:muck to 

doe that ſome time 1 forget many duties. Another cauſe 

is, Ihauenothing to write as 1 would, ſol haue noe 

leaſure to'doe that I would not, Soitis, that 1 am for- 
bidden ro Preach; which grieueth me moſt: then flaun« 

derous reports doe hurt me much , where 1 would fay- 
neſt pleaſe, ſofarre as I may in the feare of God. But | 
howeſoeuer things are, itis a bleſſed ſentencewhich 
hee hath ſpoken , who will ſurely performe it : To 
them that loue God, all things happen to the beſt, and F 
ray for me good Brother, thatI may hold ftedfaft char vY 
ne. fort wauer not'in the faith of the Goſpellinwhich | 
we _—_ aſſured life: and as1 ons _ I wilt 
ray for you, that your eyes ma ce perfet gre 
f 1 Nord Jag nenmniceof the Lord whi 
7s better then life: {5 you ſhall bee happy even inthe 
dayes of your vanity, and when nature thallmakeyou 
yeelde tothenecefhty of allfleſh , to-goe' watke in the 
way off! the wotlde;then ſhall you reapethe fruireof 
your labour,and thy EC E——— | 
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Godly Letters of M. Dering. 
thy ſeruant depart inpeace, This is all the hope we have, 
and the only ioy thatis to belooked for vnder the hea 
uens : the neerer you ſhall feeleir, the-more you ſhall 
ſee it, it ſhall delight you and ſer you on a ſure. ground, 
that you ſhall not be aſhamed for cuer, The Lord God 
for his Chriſtes lake ſtrengthen vs all to. fo good a pur- 
pole, andthe mutuall debt wee owe one to another in 
the bond of nature, let vs pay itin this holy afteAion, 
to pray for our perſeuerance vnto the end. And as tou- 
ching the iſſue of all my bulineſle, laoke for the wort, 
hope for the beſt, and beare what-ſocuer ſhall fall. I truſt 
to God once I (hall ſeethe day wherein I [hall farthfully 
ſpeake it, euenas Saint Paul, Ya mea nonegſt chara mibi, 
vt con(umam cxrſam mwenum cnn gantio. The Bb, and ma- 
ny other ſeeke occattons againit me. God hath ſtill ray- 
ſed me vp many friends, but my hope is only.in him, 
that hath kept me hetherto , and nor in man, whenl 
know what end will come, you ſhall teare : it 1 wou!d 
loſe the truth I could winne the world, but that were 
a miſerable change. God blefſe vs and ſend vs peace, 
make vs wiſe in his Goſpell, and ſtedtaft vnto theende. 
My Wite hath beeneI thanke God in no trouble nei- 
ther was any toward her, that 1 know of, ifany fall, God 
hath made her rich in grace and knowledge to give ac- 
count of her doing. D. W. on Friday Jaſt as I was about 
0 Preach, forbad me in her Maieſties name, ſo I ſtand 
now forbidden , not by the Bb. but by our Princeſle, 
whom | bcſeech God, makeahappy gouernour in his 
Church,and many "nr to giue peace vnto his people. 
Ef weprayed as weſhould, God would makeperfitthe 
good worke hee hath begynne, and. make vs ſee the 
peace of lerufalem all rhe daies of our life. And | be- 
ſcech Godgthat weo may; wiſh ſo eftecually his Marces 
| c 


Godly Letters of M. Dering. 

thatat laſt hemay ſhuPÞvs vp ina bleſſed vnity,that they 
whom he hath afflited , may reioyce. Commend mee 
toall. Thanke my Coſen,forher letters, and for rhe par- 
ſonage ſhee writeth of: Iwillnotretuſe it if I may haue 
i, neither will 1 fue for it though it.were much better. 
If God call metoit, [pray God I may doe my dutie : if 
nor, yet his will be done. Iam perfwaded , it I be ſetled 
there, it thall be a bleiling vnto the Country : it nor, 
without me God keeperh thoſe that be his. Farewell 
good Brother, and the Lord keepe you and all yours, 


Amen, The 24. of December, 1 573. 
Your louiny brother, Edward Dering. 


To his Brother, I.  D. 


HE God of all grace who giueth ys eyes to ſee, 

and eares to heare, give vnto vseuer his holy ſpirit, 

that inthe middelt ofa darke world , wee may {ce 
the brightneſſe of his beanenly kingdome, and in-this 
weike tabernacle of ſmall continuance, we may knowe 
the dwelling place which wee {hall haue for euer in the 
reſurretion ofthe iuſt, Amen. Ithanke you, good Bro- 
ther, for your Letter, and for your care of my recoue- _ 
rie, but moſt of all berauſe you thew a good ceſtimony 
of your minde, that the feare of God doth dwellin you: 
ofthis Iam glad, and I am (ureT ſhalbe glad. For 1 know 
how earneſtly] deſire it , and | ſee how, vnfainedle you 
are brought vnto it, and when the Lord in his 
wil, and his appointed time ſhall make vs fee morec 
how great this bleſſing is, wee know wee (hall reape 
the fruite of it inthe light of his preſence andineternall 
life, this is enough for vs: a ſtrength vnto our hope, a 
ſay vnto our faith, a continuance vnto our loue, letthe 
| As good 


Godly Letters of M."Dering. 
good worke of God be finiſhed ifvs. And of this wee 
may be ure, who-ſocuerregardethit not, or els embra- 
ceth the preſent world, he knowerh not God, nor yet 
harh euer ſcene the length and breadth of immortality. 
And therefore good Brother, { becauſe bleſſed are the 
eyes which ſee that we (ce, ) let vs itrengthen our ſight, 
with the (weet oyntment of Gods holy Spirit, that wee 
may yet {ee more cleere,tilthroughall the graces of God 
our Father , wee may ſec our bodiesalſo raiſed vp from 
the dead, and our ſelues ioyned vnto our Sauiour Chriſt 
by that decree and ſentence which neuer ſhall be reuer- 
ſed, Come you bleſſed vntoeternall life: vnto this a good 
conſcience will cary vs with ioy and gladneſſe. Beyond 
this our ſences faile vs, and'our hart 1s able to compre- 
hend nothing oftheglory which we ſhall behold. One- 
lieI know it is exceeding great, whoſe greatneſle I can 
neither ſee, nor heare, gor — with thought. 
And therefore, ifeuerany thing delighted vs, orifeuer 
we haveſeene pleaſure, or can wiſh the thing in which 
we would reioyce, let vs turne all affe&tions hither with 
hart and ſoule, life and ſtrength,to delight in this, which 
alone isall, and no body ſhall takeit from vs. 

- And vndoubtedly Brother, this is true , if God haue 
received vsto that bleſſed kingdome,he hath appointed 
the time in which he will gue vs his holy ſpirit, though 
not fully ro comprehendir, yet fo farreto ſee it, that we 
will accountallthe world to be but dunge, totheende 
we may winne Chriſt. And this I am perſwaded (good 
Brother, God hath and will give plentifully vnto you, 
ſo that you ſhall vie this worlde as though you vſed it 
not,and be here with men, as one whoſe dwelling were 
with the Angels of God, vfing our calling in any godly 


recreation, but hauing our heart neereſt vnto Gov that 
gaue 


Godly Lijters of M. Dermy. kt 
ue it : andthe Lord graunt you this happines, thar all 
Seplealire of your lifemay be in deede acceptable, ſuch 
as ſhal not after be mingled with ſhame and ſorrow. And 
I beſeech God bleſſe my good Vncle B. and take him 
now to know, which in his tender yeares he could not 
ſee : forthe world was then darke, and we were blinde 
it it : but fince wee haue beene lightened with the Goſ- 
of the Lord leſus, and ſo much more earneſtly now 
wee muſt pray that it may bee vnto vs the Goſpellof 
health,and we may increaſe in the knowledge ofthe mi- 
ſtery ofit. And the Lord open his gracious countenance 
reucaled in it, vnto my Aunt, that ſhe may alſo make a 
bleſſed change, to leaue vaine imaginations of her owne 
minde, which are full of ignorance, and learnethe Scrip- 
ture, which can make knowne vnto her the living God. 
And commend meharrtily vnto them both, to whom 1 
wiſh as to my ſelte. 


Your louing Brother. Ed. Dering, 


A comfortable Letter written by Maiſter Ed. 
Dering, to a Chriſlian Gentlewoman, 


in heavinclle of ſpirit. 


T is true (good Miſtriſſe H.) which the ſpirit hath 

ſpoken, and wee feele it by experience, That by mu-' 

nie tribulations wee muſt enter into the kingdame of hes. 
en. This is a common decree which G O D hath fan- 
Qified to bealotte for all his Children. So the Authour 
and finiſher of our faith, Ieſus Chriſt him ſelfe was 
made perfe&. Into this ſimilitude we are allo predeſti- 
nate that we ſhould firſtdie with him, andthen bepar-. 
takers of his glory ; Let vs not therefore refuſe thar 
condition - 


Godly Letters of M. Dering. 
condition of life in which wee hauethe fellowſhip of 
all the Saints of God, but rather confeſle with the holy 
Apoſtle, That Ped is the man who endureth temptation. 
But becauſcall afhictions are bitter for the preſent time, 
and when the mindeis ſhaken with ſorrowe, it is then 
moſtealily caſt downe ofthe enemie, let vs learne wiſe- 
ly what ourtroubles are, and bee prepared of remedie 
in the day of triall. All our afflitions arc either accor- 
ding to the fle{h, in hunger, colde, nakedneſle, (ſhame, 
contempt, {launder, &c. Or according to the Spirit, in 
lamentations and mournings, which the world know- 
cth not. The firſt euills areealily borne, for they are all 
bur vanity, and in vanitie they (hall die ; if wee ſcero 
fauour in the {ight ofthe Sunne that ſhineth not heere 
acceptable vnto vs, when wee haue payd the debt wee 
owe vnto death, tne Lord will deliver vs from all the 
iniuries of wen. But inthis behalte ler mee comfort my 
ſelfe, God hath ſer you free from ſuch atfitions. Your 
goods are vnto you in a liberall portion, your life made 
happy with a louing husband, your calling acceptable 
vnder a gracious and good Miſtreſſe, in whoſe ſight you 
haue found fauour, inthiseſtate you feele.no trouble, 
therefore letit paſſe, 

The other affliction which is of the ſpirit, and which 
cannot bee reliſted with any earthly bleſſing, looke for 
itaſſuredly, for without doubrtit will come vnto you, 
that you may ſufferwith Chriſt, and raigne with himin 
glory. Theſe troubles they come many wayes, even as 
the ſpirit of G O D doth leade vs vnto life, Firſt weare 
commanded to learne and know the word of God, a- 
g4in(t this looke for many temptations, the enemie will 
try which way to plucke that out of our harts : Out of 


the word we muſt learnea precious faith, and hold that 
vamoueablg 
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rion, if any thi can diſcourage you.” Vir 
faith-you Gare alively hope, ere Apr 
apprehenſion of Gods glory:in this alſo fathan willpre- 
termit nothing toquench your affe&ions,thatit may be 
dead, and to darken your minde that you may fee no 
thing ; without theſe you cannot poſhbly line, and vnto! 
theſe you cannot poſhbly come, bur lirſt you ſhall feele\.. 
what 1s the ſtrength of ſinne. And yet notwithſtanding © 
faint not, the Lyon hath ouercome which is ofthetribe 

of iuda. The force ofthe Serpent ſhall bruſe our heele 
bur it ſhall not rake away from vsthe head-peece offal= 
uation. Learne therfore firſt the word of God,this is the 
ſeede of regeneration, by which weare-made new crea- 
tures,this is the bread of ſpiricuall nouriſhmer,by which 
weare growen vÞ into eternall life. This is the weapon 
ofour warfare, by which wee may woundand driue a- 
way our enemies. This is the $ of our glorious 
kingdome,by which we do know that God doth 'raigne 

in vs. Take this vnto you, the ſhield of your defence,the * 
ſtrength of your age,the wiſedome of your hart,and the 
fafetie of your life, commended vnto you in the word of 
Chriſt. Searck the Scriptures, and ſcale it in your heart 
with a good perſwaſion that it is the word oft God, and 
of life, and hee bath grauen init an expreſle imageofe» 
ternall truth. Let itdw2ll plentifully within you,& your 
heart is armed with a moſt ſtrong defence, allenemies 
ſhall fall before him, the wiſedome of the wiſe ſhall hee 
brought to nought,and the councell ofthe prudent (hal 
bee made fooliſh; the wayes of the aduerſaries [hall bee 
ſcattered, and the (corners ſeate (ſhall be thrown downe, 
lo true iris tharthe Lord hath ſpoken.Bleſſed is the uy 
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whoſe delight is in the Law ofthe Lord, and whoſe me- 
ditarion is init day and night. Let vs then bring downe 
the hautineſſe of our mindes, and receiue with meeknes 
the word grafted in vs, which can faue'our ſoules. To 
this delire of vnderſtanding when G O D hath brought 
vs, then let vs pray to be delivered from tempration,and 
take heede we be not ſpoiled of ſo great atreaſure. We 
haue three eſpeciall enemies in this behalte, of which $. 
Paul biddeth vs all beware : theone is Philo/ophie, that 
15a vain and curious ſearching of Gods miſteries, or me- 
furing things reuealed ————_ to our vnderſtanding, 
with which tentations whilſt our Fathers v/ere ouer- 
come, they became fooliſh in their owne imaginations, 
and changed the glory of G O Dinto the likeneſle ofa 
corruptible man, making Images, praying to Angels, 
imagining of foules like little children, deuifing Purga- 
tory, reaſoning of Gods wiſedome aboue our capacitie. 
Asif we be predeftinate we may liue as we liſt, it we are 
commanded to worke, it our dayes are numbred, why 
ſeeke we any fatety in ourlife. If the Angel; doekcepe 
vs in all ovr wayes, that we ſhall not hurt our foote a- 
gainſta ſtone, why feare wee any falling ? Theſephan- 
caſtes, and worſe then theſe, diſquiet our mindes, and 
fight within vs againſt our humble obedience to the 
word of GOD. Whichall when wee haue ouercome 
(and fayd with the Prophet : Secret things are for the 
Lord, butthings reucaled for vs and our children) yet 
haue weno peace. 

A ſecond enemy riſeth vp greater then the firſt, which 
Saint Paul calleth The traditions of men. For the heart of 
man which drinketh in errour,as the ground doth drink 
water, is very 7am Frame with olde cuſtomes & 
long continuance, meaturing truth which pony = 

oly, 
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holy, onely by time, which is corrupt andeuill, and nas 
_ this, a4 nature alſo hath inflamed our affetions 
to louetoo mach our Fathers waies, tolike theiropini« 
ons, toeſteeme their judgements, to praiſe their doo- 
ings, to commend their age, to talke oftheir narnes, till 
through many entiſements we are art laſt bewitched,cour 
wiſedomeis ſtone away, and truth is taken from vs: by 
this meanes all corruprions which haue ouer-flowedthe 
earth,haue ſtill wide roomes in the hartes okmany. The 
Popes ſupremacie, Latine ſeruice, prayer for the dead 
Maſſes, Diriges, Pardons, Pilgrimages, Scnfing, andall 
Popery, with the authors of it, Popes , Cardinalles, 
Monkes, Fryers, all which haue neither erueth,nor ſha- 
dow of trueth ; not one worde of them is'in all the Goſ- 
pell of our Sauiour Chriſt, onely old cuſtome hart: bred 
itin our bones,andan opinion of our Fathers hath prin- 
ted it in our breſts, and wee will not caſtit out. Burthe 
Lorde bee thanked, who hath had mercy vpon vs, to 
make vs hold faſt the word of trueth , what-ſoeuer our 
fore-fathers haue vainely taught vs, & yet wearenotin 
ſecurinie. | 

Butathird enemy reſteth in the hart ofman, thatthe 
word of G O D may not have his perfet honour, and 
that is a fond opinion conceiued ofcarthly rhinges, and 
planting ofholines in corruprtible creatures, as in M 
Drinkes, Dayes, Garments, Conditions of life, Places, 
Times, Ceremonies, neyther hearing the words of aur 
Saujour Chriſt, who faith, that God is a ſpirit, and only 
hee is to be worſhipped m Spirit & Truerh; nor regar- 
ding his Apoſtle Saint Paule, who faith, thar the Ele- 
ment of that worlde commende vs-not vnto God, for 
neither ifwe cate, are wee euer the worſe : neither if we: 
cate not, are weeuerthe better, Theſe and many grear 
OS | temprations 


temptations ſtand againſt vs aſſoone as wee would giue 
ouer our ſelues tothe word of God, which is the begin-" 
ning ofa Chriſtianlife. Trow you that inthe continu- 
ance of our courſe and journey , before we come at our 
Sauiour Chritt, ſhall wee not be lifted and tryed to ſee 
what is within vs? And you (good Miſtres H.) toap- 
plie this to your ſelfe, tell mee how you haue learned 
Chrilt, hath his Goſpell been peaceable in you from the 
firſt day till now, without all contradition? Was your 
mind neuerpufted vp in vaine imaginations?did the tra- 
ditions & perſuaſions ofmen neuer ſhake your thought? 
Haue younot been tempted with opinions of creatures, 
as though ſome were more holy,ſome more prophanc ? 
I know as you long after Chriſt and deſire his truth in 
{ingle harr : ſo his grace you have not, without ſharpe 
nos bitrertrialles, and the more freely the word oi God 
ſhall poſſeſſe your ſoule, and fill your hart with all deſire 
ofit,the more you ſhall feele what fight is againſt ir, look 
for the like in all your life, and when you approch to the 
erue feare of God, prepare your hart to the ſtrongelt al- 
fault. The word of God thus niade knowne vnto vs, & 
when we follow itwith all our foule, that we may haue 
alively faith to reioyce at the promiſes of God, to feare 
at his threatnings, and feele a full perſwaſion of a cer- 
taine performance ofall his wordes: O Lord,whatis the 
malice of fathan ! And though many temptations area- 
gainſt vs, the long proſperity of the wicked in which 
they triumph , whilſt the goodnes of God prouoketh 
them ſtill ro repentance, the bitter fighting ofthe godly, 
in which they mourne vnder many croſles, whiles God 
maketh their faith pretious before him : theſe have roo- 
ted quite out of the harts of the vngodlie, the faith and 
truth which they owe vnto God, ſo that againſt all his 
| 1dgements, 
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indgements, they haue opened'their mouth, and aig a- 
foude : Where is the pramije of bu comming-} And againſt 
all his mercies they have /prodaimed warre, and faide, 
They will not haue Chriſt: ts rajene ever them © But theſe 
temptations Chriſt hath oudrcome in vs, and giuen-vs 
his Spirit, in which we know aſſuredly thar the Lorde 
raigneth; neither {lacketh he his comaing, as many ac- 
count ſlacknes, but he will come; and his glory {hall bee 
knowne. And yet weare not in peace , but -fathan-our 
common aduerſary will lift vs another way ; he willlay 
our {innes before vs, to make vs feare, that the promiles 
of God belong not vnro vs, and this of all cemptations is 
the greateſt, yet wefearenort, for what belongerth to all 
our fins, which Chriſt hath nor borne ? Sorrow;lickenes, 
death, hell, condemnation, were they not in his body, 
and are they not all crucified vpon the Croſſe? Is henot 
riſen from them, and hath he not broken the chaines of 
death, and ſo is aſcended into glory ? if this be my fears 
becauſe I am a ſinner, ratherlet me reioyce, for Chiſtt 
hath taken my ſinnes vpon him , and hath buried them 
deeper then the botromeofthe Sea, he hath led it open- 
ly in triumph, and nailed it vpon thecroſſe,from hence- 
forth and for euermore it hath no ftrengrth, wholocuer 
ſeme to colour it as reddeas ſcarlet, or make it like pur- 
ple, it is ſtill nothing, and caſterh bur a vaine terrour be- 
fore our eyes; Ve will neuer denie this, butfreely con- 
felſeit, that we be miſerable ſinners, and not worthy to 
lift vp oureyes to heaven, but who will lay our (innes to 
our charge, now God hath iuſtified vs ? or what ſin can 
reſt ypon vs, now Chriſt hath waſhed them away? That 
ahichoa was in fight with Chriſt, and he hath ouer- 
come it, who ſhall ſertero/his hand the ſeconde time, to 
make the vitoryperſet? * *- : 
B This 
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This is true,& everlaſting truth hath ſealed it vp, that 
{inneis aboliſhed for euer andeuer ; howlocuer we feare 
and tremble, or bee faint-harted , yet before the Lorde 
with whom our life is hidde, there is noperrill,no daun- 
per no feare, but peace and righteouſnes without end. 

tour {Innes be neuer ſo great, neither wee nor our (ins 
can change the new Teſtament, that God is mercifull.to 
our {innes, and wil blot out all our tranſgreſſions: ther- 
fore this care is paſt, that our {innes bemany , the more 
they are, the greater is his mercy, who hath forgiven 
them. And this is the token which G O D hath giuen 
vs, that weare his, becauſe we are gricued with our lins, 
for our Sauiour Chriſt ouercame ſinne with paines and 
ſufferings which belong vnto it, and this is the badge of 
our redemption, to be made like him in aflitions, wee 
haue ſinne, and abhorre it, it woundeth vs with feare, it 
ſetteth before vs condemnation, we haue a ſence & fee- 
ling of Gods anger againſt it,and hel gnaweth vpon our 
{oules becauſe of tranſgreflion. 

O bleſſed ſtate, and treaſare of gladnes ! this was the 
image of Chrift when he ouercame {inne,a marke of my 
redemption in mine owne fleſh, that I ſhould nor faint. 
As the ſunne maketh the day, and the night darknes, ſo 
thisaffliction for linne,' is the badge nd cogniſance of 
our certaine forgiueneſſe. And heerein ſee the goodnes 
ofalmighty G O D, whith turneth all thingsto the beſt 
ro thoſe that lone him. Through feare of inthe Deuill 
fighteth againſt vs, without feare of ſinne wee conld ne- 
uer haue boldnes - through anguilh of heart the Deuill 
would ouerwhelme vs with ſorrowe : without anguiſh 
ofhart we could never have ioy. In feeling Gods anger, 
the Deuill would make vs to deſpaire : without feeling 


his threatning, &trembling before him, we could m__ 
ue 
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hane ſtrength offaith , that his mercies are for ever. In 

all ſafterings I am like to Chriſt they are the markes of 
mine adoption, that I am his child. Doe we notheare 

the Lord ? Himſeltedoth ſpeake, J/we be without corretti- 
on, then are we baſtards, and not ſonnes : and to ſhewe what 
our correftion ſhall be, he faith in another place : 7f we 
be planted with him into the ſimilitade of his death, then ſhall 
we alſo be —_ of bus reſurrection. 

Who hath heard ſo great faluation as this ? Euerie 
weapon where-with the enemie ftriketh , the ſame ar- 
meth vs to greater ſaluation : and every wound that we 
doe receiue,theſame confirmeth vs toaſurer life. Then 
( as before I ſaid ) care not for (in , for thatis aboliſhed, 
ſo heere I may adde, care not for hell, for the neerer wee 
feele it, the further we are from it. Let them feare ſinne 
that feele it not, and let them be afraide of condemnati- 
on that know not whatitis, vppon whom deſtraftion 
ſhall come ſaddainly as an armed man. Our eyes have 
beene kept waking, and we haue ſeene our ſinnes : our 
harts haue fainted before the anger ofthe Lord, and we 
haue not deſpiſed his heauenly calling , therefore in the 
day oftrouble we ſhall haue reft. 

In thisperſwaſion wee will line and die: and if our 
ſoules ſhoulde melt for feare within vs, although the 
Lord ſhould kill vs, yet would we truſt in bim. 4brabam 
beleeued inthe Lord, and it was imputed vnto him for 
righteouſneſle, againſt hope he beleeued vnder hope : 
and ifour hope ſeemed to be taken from vs, yet would 
we patiently waite the Lords leyſure, vntill he ue our 
hopeagaine,thatatthe laſt our faith might haue againe 
glory and trueth of full aſſurance. Another thing wee 
muſt labour in, and in another thing wee ſhall have 
temptation, and thatis, that wee may ſe what is the 
B 2 glory 
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glory of Godand immpnal| life ; herein let vs meditate 
in our beddes, and thinke on this in our ſecret places, in . 
in the middelt of our £9 ies, ler theſecogitations be 
often in ourharis,angd inallplaces let theſe be pur muſes. 
When we thall apprehend with all the ſeruants. of\Gad 
whar is che height, the breadth , the length, the depth, 
we [hall know thatthe glory is great of immortality, & 
he is only to be beleeued, who [hall ſhine in honor when 
this vanity is ouer-paſt, His (trength is greatthat hid the 
foundations of the world, and his brightnes exceeding, 
that madethe Sunne. and the Moone. His trealure and 
riches areaboue meaſure, who hath giuen Princes their 
gold and iluer, and other precious ſtones and ieweys for 
the honour of man. Hee indeed ts of moſt excellentma- 
ieſtie, who is King of Kings,and Lord of Lords, and his 
power is aboue all, who maketh ſickanes his meſlenger, 
and death his miniſter, till bee ſhall aboliſh them bath. 
For his mercies are vnſpeakable.thac forgiueth vs all our 
linnes ; and his goodnes is great, who hath had:regard to 
the children of men. From nothing he brought vs:intb - 
life, he keptvs from thegraye, hee will reſtore vs, and 
make vs ſee his glory. When I wouldthinke on this,my 
ſoule is compaſled with dulnefe of fleſh , that I cannot 
ſee the fulneſſe ofhis fayour ;When I would conlider 
in my hart what is his grace, -darknes: onetthadoweth 
mine vnderſtanding, and all my thoughts doe vaniſhin 
his immortality, When I would ſpeake of his louing 
kindnes,my tongue cleaueth to the roote of my mouth, 
and my words ſticke faſt within my lips. Bur this one 
thing in all mine infirmities I can perceive, that his glo- 
ry is exceeding great, whoſe glory I cannot compre- 
hend, and the lite iz long, appointed vato man, where 
his heart and mindecan-ſee no end. : yy 
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Ifall the world werea flowing water , and euery yeare 
one drop ſhould be diminiſhed,the fea tho!d be all made 
dry,and the bottomes ofthe deepe ſhould appeare, be- 
tore he {hall ceaſe to live, whom God hath rayſed trom 
rhedead, and this breadth and wideneſſe betweene hea- 
uenandearth, if it ſhould be filled vp, and every yeare 
but one handfull otfearth added to the worke: yet ſ00- 
ner ſhould thegreat diſtance becloled vp, and the emp- 
tie places made ful,then he {hall ceaſe from ioy and glad- 
nes,who ſhall ſtand in the reſurre&ion of the iuſt, This 
is the glory that hath neyther ſpot nor blemiſh, before 
which me thinketh , not only Princes and the glory ot 
the world, butthe Sunneand Mooneand all the hoaſts 
ofheauen arenothing elſe but meere vanity, for death 
thadoweth the glory of man,though he ſpread his bran- 
ches neuer {6 far, yet the grauecloſerh vp in little roome 
the ambitious heart , which before was enlarged from 
Eaſt to Weft. And the Heavens that are higb and free 
from death, yet are holden vnder the tiranny ofenuious 
and conſuming time, in which they ſhall bee changed : 
Onely the Lord is in honorr and maieſty, who hath ſet 
etcrnity roundabout him, and caſt out time vnto con- 
tuſion. Oh Lorde, where are theyr eyes that ſee not 
this, or theyr hearts that ſee and regarde itnor | Who 
hath bewitched them, in the countenances of men, ro 
carry the hearts of beaſts, and to forget the latter ende. 
The Lord turne them that runne aftray, that they may 
knowe and fee where is theyr glory , but the temptati- 
ons have ouver-taken them , which are againſt our ho- 
nour. When the Lord ſhall deliner them from euil,they 
thall giuethankes and reioyce with vs, that they alfo 
hane eyes to fee. And bleſſedare you { good Mittreſſe 
H.) and God hath viſitedyou m anacceptablerime, 
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whoſc heart he hath touched with feare, and whoſe af- 
fictions he hath filled with hunger and thirft , that you 
ſhould mourne for the redemprion that is in Chriſt,and 
be pleaſed with nothing but with the grace of his coun- 
tenance. This is a Schoolemiltreſle co bring you vnto 
him, and a bond to tye you faſt,thar you ſhall gor be ſe- 
perated : and accomplith [ beſeech you, this good work 
of his grace, till you loue the Lord with all your hearr, 
and till youcan 7 with the bleſſed Apoltle, 7 deſire is 
be diſſolued , and to be with Chriſt. For this purpoſe wee 
are chaſtiſed of the Lord, and when our faith 1s tryed, 
at the laſt 1t ſhall be made ſtrong, that with it wee may 
quench all the fieriedartes of fathan, and in righteouf- 
neſſe and peace, and ioy of the holy Ghoſt, runnethe 
courle that is ſer before vs, till in a bleſſed iſſue of happy 
dayes, witha good ſpyrite wee may ſay boldly, Zord 
nowe letteit thou thy Seruant depart in. peace. Which I 
beſcech God the Father of our Lord Ieſus Chriſt, the 
God of mercy, and Father of all conſolation graunt vn- 


to you, Amen, 
Pray, pray, pray, pray, this is your beſt ſeruice where. 
ſocucr your ducty is meſt bound. 


Letters of Ed. Der. 0 Miſtru B. 


hs Race, mercy, and peace from God our Father, &c. 
| had much leuer good miſtres B. come my ſelfe 
then write vato you, but as other things are farre 
contrary to my delire,ſois it in my comming vnto you, 
and I am conſtrayned rather to write then to come , but 
God appointes our waies, whether I come and be with 
you, orelſe be other whereand hearefrom you, I truſt 


and am perſwaded , that both I ſhall heare from you 
an 
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and you ſhal haue the ſame conſtancy inthe love oftru- 
eth, and ſtill increaſe in the knowledge of it.till the good 
grace of Gad haue made the worke perte:t chat ic hath 
begune, angyou with all your hcarc and all your ſouie 
doe feare the Lord, and delight in all obedience of bis 
holy will, Whereunto though we be ſufficiently per- 
ſwaded by the nature of godlineſle it ſelfe, which ail men 
doe praiſc, and the righteous doe loye : yer a greater 
prouocation is in you, becauſe God hath giuen you a 
good eſtate, in which your example ſhall doe good to 
many, and becauſe God hath hilled you witha barty at- 
fection to teſtihe his religion, that you may accordingly 
inall well doing ſurmount the praiſe of your prokliion, 
and eſpecially becauſe he that hath called you is holie, 
that you may expreſle his {imilitude and likeneſle in all 
your wayes, and this good courſe through euill dayes, 
when God of his mercy (hall make ſtraight vnto vs we 
ſhall fee then whart is the latterend. Our harrts ſhall be 
frtisfied withit, and our tongue (hall ſpeake notas the 
world doth, blefled are the rich men, or blefled are the 
mighty, for all theſe haue wings to flieaway, and high 
eſtates to ſit downe in the duſt, when man muſt go make 
his bed in the darke, and fay to corruption thou art my 
Father,and ro the wormethouart my Mother,& Siſter, 
but our ſong ſhall bein better harmony,and we ſhal ſay 
with the Prophet Dauid, bleſſed is the man thart fearet 

the Lordand dehjghts greatly in his commandements : 
For when all hatred ſhallgrow againſtthis, and all ad- 
verſity ſhall ſtrivero come vpon it, yetall is nothing, and 
ſhall not moue it. For when our harris ſttengrhned with 
this grace, we ſce our portions in all eftates and times : 
in diſcredit, we ſee praiſe, in poverty, riches, in anger, 
fanour, in darkenes, light, in bondage; libertie, and in ' 
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death, life, yea whoſoeuer, in weakenes of body,in enuy 
oftime, in vncertainty ofeſtate, in danger of life, orin 
any thing elſe, becauſe nothing can ſeperatevs from the 
louc of God, nothing can turne vnto our kal#ne, for we 
haue his promiſethat is able to pertorme it,that to thole 
that loue God all things happen fot the beſt. This pur- 
pole of life is ſone had , and this courſe is calily begune, 
bur rhe fruite ofit doth not vade, northe gladnes of it 
{hall neuer beloſt,ſo that we {hall not , meds the grace 
of God we will not for ſo little labour loſe ſo great a re- 
ward, nor for a little pleaſure which vainely we thinke 
is in other things, receiue the reward of our fooliſhnes, 
which aſſuredly we know hath eucrlaſting griefe , wee 
hauenot ſo vnfruittully learned Chriſt,nor ſo vnhappily 
given witnes of his truth, But better things belong vnto 
vs, in better waies we will runne our courſe, in a betrer 
hope lay downe our bodies : The Children of the 
world {hall makethe world their portion , we looke for 
another Citty of which the Lord is the workeman, and 
we will not build vp our vnhappineſle in the vaine de- 
ſires and concupiſcence of this world , neither yet ( ſee- 
ing God is good to vsto fill our daies with peace ) will 
weedenieany comfort thatis offered vs in this preſent 
pilgrimage, but ſeeing the earth is the Lords,andall that 
therein is, wee haue perfeR pleaſure in friends, riches 
authority, honour : ifall be his ? All are pure : ifall be 
ofhim? Inall is pleaſure : for where his kingdome is, 
there is righteouſneſſe and peace, and ioy of rhe hole 
Ghoſt - and forrowe and (inne is caſt out, onely lervs 
care s all thinges are good,ſo we vie them : and as they 
are corrupt, ſo to let them alone. Saint Paule teacheth 
char to the pureall thinges are pure , but to the impure 
all thinges areimpure : And the thinges of this world 
are 


aremade according to the conſcience of man :- Holde 
this to rememberit at noone dayes, and let ourreynes 
inſtru vs in itin the night ſeaſon, that wee feele our 
heartes inflamed with the loue of God , and that itmay 
be acceptable vnto vsas our owne lite, to ſet forth his 
praiſe : That wee acknowledge his glory which ſhi- 
neth in all his workes, and then the Lorde hath ſer vs 
ina large roome of liberty, where wee walke with bold- 
nefſe in good delight of his creatures : and in decde, 
& intruth this it is , when this affeftion hath taken root 
within me,and1 feele the worke of it perpetually with- 
in my minde, whether I bee following my Hawke or 
my bowle, I makea more acceptable facriftice ro God, 
then the hart barren ofthis loue of God can do, though 
the knee bowe, or the tongue ſay , prayſed bethe Lord, 
tor euery one that faith , Lord, Lord, ſhall not enter 
into the kingdome of heauen , but in whom ſo euerthe 
loue of G O D doeth raigne, and hath drinen out the 
lewdedilires ofa diflolute minde, him God hath cho- 
ſen, and the ſpirite of his Sonne Chrift cryeth within 
him, Our Father : yet I meane not heere to iuſtifietheſe 
worldly minded men, to whom the day is too ſhortfor 
their vaine playes,except they reach it out til mid-night 
at Cardes and Dice : ſuch people, as they commonlie 
fill cheyr delightes with blaſphemie, fo lette them 
know that the _ ofthe liuing God they neuer felt, 
but the God ofthis world hath blinded their vnbelee- 
ving-hearts, and in their vncleaneneſle there | leaue 
them, till the ſinnes of their youth bee rotten in'their 
bones, that they may finke deepe in their owne ſhame. 
My meaning is, that the man of God whoſe ſoule do- 
eth thirſtto ſee his glory, and hath the ioy of his lyfe 
inimmorrtalitie, in reſpeR of the which he accounteth 
B 5 
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alithe world to be but dung : I ſay, that man may have 
truedelight in the daies of his vanity , the ſmelling of 
the dogge,the flying ofthe bird, the qualities of al crea- 
tures, they were made for him:and he isiniuriousto the 
blood of Chriſt, that thinks he may.not vſethem: but al 
theſethings are good for our recreation, to comfort the 
frailty of weake bodies , &to bring retre{hing to a wea- 
rie ſpirit : whichend, it wee forget, and make it our pa- 
ſtime, and fo call it, then we turne our paſtime into lin. 
For what is our time that we are weary of it, or what is 
our lifethat ſeemeth {o ſlow to paſle ? are wee grieued 
with the light which the Lord hath (et in the Heauens, 
or is the feeling of our body burdenous vnto vs, or our 
eyc-lids pained with being open,or are our cares woun- 
ded with the ſound of the ayre,, or what griefe, what 
care, what ſorrow is it, why we wilh our time forgotten 
and paſt ? Surely /ob knew not this, when he aide, His 
time paſſed faſter then a poſt : nor Nanuid knewe it not 
when he thought his life but a {panne long : and ſurely, 
he hath buta wretched life, and let him not loue it, who 
isfaine to runneto the birds ofthe ayre, and the beaſtes 
of the field, to ſeeke ſome comfort againlt it. And there- 

fore(good Miſtres B. )let paſtimealone,and be not wea- 
ried with your good daies, your times are paſſed meetly 
well.and you haue ſcene forty yeeres filled and gone,the 
reſidue behinde will paſſe with them; you (hall not hold 
them if you would, but paſtime and they will dwell to- 
gether, till our appointed time {hall come: and one end 
{hall bevnco all. But then you ſhall ſee another ſtate,and 
rhis enmity betweene vs and ir,ſhall be taken away : we 
{hall not be weary of it to with it gone, andit will not be 
weary of vsto weare vs away , but Tyme and we hall 
dwell together,and the glory of God {hail bee n_ llie 

efore 
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before vs,and we before his Maieſtic in immortallity, A 
bleſſed ſtate, a hope of life, a glorious body, a heauenly 
minde, and woe be to al theſe time paſſers off,thatknow 
how to delight in this, but baue more pleaſure inall vn- 
cleanneſſe : when the end of their labour ſhall come vp- 
pon them, they ſhal fecle more griefe in one day,then af- 
ter [hall be ended world without end And in one ſen- 
rence of an angry Iudge ( gee you curſed into eternall fire , 
they (hall be wounded with that miſerie , which worl 
without end ſhal reſt vpon them, and their old paſtime 
ſhall neuer more bee found : butthis is the portion of 
them that know not God. 

But as for you good miſtres B.you haue already paſſed 
the daies of your ignorance, and the Kingdome of hea- 
uen is come vnto you with power: you louethe truth of 
the Lord lefus, andall falſe wayes you doeabborre: you 
doe feele the hope of the Ele& of GOD : and ir hath 
quenched the deſires of vngodlines. Pray till, that you 
may haue increaſe ; and read the Scriptures, in which 
you ſhall hane comfort: theſe will teade you ina perfe&t 
way , and neyther Paule nor Peter hauca more bleſſed 
__ then is for vs, ina like precious faith : and I (as Iam 
bound) will beſcech the G O D of mercy, and father of 
our Lord Ieſus Chriſt,that he wil looke vpon you,to fill 
you with his grace & holy ſpirit, thatit may guide you, 
and all your children before you, & your children com- 
mitted to your charge, that you may dwell in the newe 
and bleſſed Teſtament of the forgiuenes of fins,through 
faith in Chriſt Ieſus, who hath deſtroyed the worke of 
the deuill,and is able to keep you for euermore. And to 


his gracious defence, I har tily leaue you andall yours. 
Yours ia the Lord Ed. Dering. 


To 
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To Miſtrs B. 

HE graceofour Lord leſs Chrift be with you e- 
uer, Amen. Good Miltreſſe Barert, howe tayne 1 
would be with you, Gad knoweth, and how [am 
indebted to doe.good in your houſe,it I ſhould not con- 
felle, Imuſt needes accuſe my ſelfe of much vathankful- 
nes : but God alone diſpoſeth all our wayes, to bee ſo as 
pleaſerh him,whom harrtily I beſeech for his ſonnes ſake, 
bleſle vs with that bleſhng which hee gaue his Apoſtle, 
that in all places we may be vnto him in Ieſus Chriſt, a 
ſweet fauour of life vnto life to all his Saints with whom 
wee are. So ſhall I moregladly walke all the waies of 
his appointment, and you more willingly beare with 
mine abſence., the will of God bee done 1n all thinges, 
When you areat Bray, ifthe Lord will, I ſhall be more 
quiet with you. Inthe meane time { good Miltreſſe)fo 
beleeue as you have ſcene and heard., and pray.for.me 
that I may liue to his glory ,, who hath ſhewed meſuch 
mercy, that I may ſay with the Prophet Dauid : What 
ſhall I giuz againe for all that bee hath given mee? And fo 
doe you retoyce in the bleſſing that G O D hath giuen 
you, that more & more your eltate heere may be aſure 
teſtimony ofa more bleſſed hope, that ſhailone day be 
reucaled, when honour and glory ſhall ſucceede in the 

place of labour and ſorrowe that now aboundeth. 
The Lord bleſſe you and all yours, keepe you, and give 
you a plentiful! Llefingin his new Teſtament, and in 
his kingdome, which is righteouſneſle, and peace, and. 
10y in the holy Ghoſt , the glory whereof ſhall not bee 
darkened, when the Sunne and Moone lhall looſe their 
light, and faine men with deſire of it, that ſhall fill vs 
oncewith the.countenance-of the Lorde. A glorious 


hope 


wpein anearthly T e.but a more glorious 
Me in wr Sar creature, when we (hall hens 
from finne and death , and bee made like vnto him thag 
fittech atthe right hand of maie{tieand power. Which 
time the Lord God fulfiltin che goodnes of his pleaſure, 
for our ſbules hope: in whom we haue {etled our hope; 
Commendaiions, &c. 


Yours Ed, Dering. - 
To Mftrs B.,. 


H E grace ofour Lord leſus Chriſt be with you e- 

uer, Amen. Iamforieithat hetherto I coulde not 

come vnto-you; apd | would beſorry, if youthald 
chinke I had leyer bee any where then in your hole; I 
had thought ſhortly to have come ; and 4 felr-my lelfe 
ſome-what ſtrong and ableto trauell, hut nowe on Fri- 
day laſt, theeleuenth of this moneth, I bads feauer, and 
five or tixedaies after ] feleit , and my ſtomacksjs very 
ill ever ſince,and my cough mpeh inercaſatheT hisis my? 
health thar G O D giueth me, Butler him doe his will. 
heisthe God of life, and one day will aboliſh theſe trou- 
bleſome things,and make vs feele health in immortality, 
and I beſeech him for his Chriſtes ſake, ro remember vs 
intjsgoodnes,that wemay knojwall his mercics, &thgi 
I atm well aſlured both you andJ, and all wea 
ſhal (6 little careforthe frailtieoftheſe Tabetnacles,thar 
we-wil reioyceinthe remembranceof putting themaff, 
tothink rhar weſhal ſeeand.take hald ofhimthatliuath: 
ever;and will one toy make [thee mortall. bodies like 
vnto the glorious body of his deare & welbeloued ſan. 
This weknowe, and 1n this wee'are comfbrted : and 
hold it aſt good Miſtzeſſe Bu evenas you will _ your 
| apPy 
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happy daies : for the hope ofit ſhall not be confounded; 
but when all our enemics have ſpent theireuill wils, and 
can doe no more hurt vnto vs , hee ſhall be on qurright 
hand whom we haue looked for,-and hee ſhall call vs 
with that bleſſed voice, Come -ye bleſſed of my Father, (vc. 
Let vs pray to vnderſtand this, for it hath pleaſure and 
effeftuall gladneſſe, more then all the faire countenaun- 
ces ofthe world, in which indeedethere is nothing but 
vanitie of vanities, andall is vanitie : and thinke good 
Miſtreſſe B. how many occaſions are before vs to cauſe 
vsto forgette this, or tolet the deſire of itto be quen- 
ched in vs,or at the leaſt to fiil our ſelues with other plea- 
ſures ofthe world, but G O D ſhall keepe you from the 
corruptions ofthe world, & give vato you a wiſe hart, 
which cuery day may ſearch your thoughts, and ſuffer 
you neuer to forget your latter end : and ſeeing _ 
day doth bring you neere vnto it, let euery day kindle 
more and more your aftetions,that you may loue it vn- 
to the end : and then your hope ſhall be full, and our 
mouthes opened for cuer, Amen. 


Yours Ed.Dering. 
To Miftrss. B. 


T*HEgrace of our Lord lefus Chrift bee with you 
euer. 'As Itruſtthe Lord doth firengthen you to 
berter health, that you may live to his praiſe, ſo I 

am defirous to heare alſo of yorr amendement, bur 

much more(as G O D hath made manifeſt in you many 

tokens of his grace) ſo Tharrily pray, that you may bee 

madecuen as Paule, to mourne ſtill in this carthly Ta- 

bernacle and to ſay vnfainedly, _ 10 be difſolued,& to 
ue 


be with Chrift, This isthat good of lite to vo I 
aue 


haue often praied that I mightatraine vntoit:this is that 

meaſure of grace, whichas I am moſt bound, fo haruly 
I beſeech our God and Saviour, thatir may plentifully 
be powred vpon you. And if we ſhall be made in- our 
lives ſo happy, then haue we a dwelling in perfect peace; 
and indeede wee bee receiued into the coucnant of the 
new Teftament, that wee ſhould bee filled with ioy of 
the holy Ghoſt. 

For what can diſquiet vs, or what can begrieuous vn- 
to vs, ifin the face of ſeſus Chriſt we fee our riling again 
from che graue,& feare nor before the ſhadow of death? 
all other aMi&tions they are but miniſters vnto this, and 
inthe preſence of death they are diſperſed, and they doe 
norfollow vs vnto thedark places. If God wil haue mer- 
cy vpon vs to bleſle vs into this victory, then hath! hee 
giuen vs our inheritance in pleaſant places, and our por- 
tion ina happy lat. Whar ſoeuer enemicsareagaink vs, 
they ſhall ſtrive in vaine:and all things contrary vnta:vs 
{hall have no ſtrength, for beyond death there1is no po- 
wer in them, and deathiit ſeite is deſpiſed inoureyes. It 
we felt nor this 'in our harts, but would ſecke outward 
teſtimony of men, let him ſpeake thar tindeth anygrea- 
ter feare then this. The ſicke perſon or priſoner may be 
Joth to die, but the dead man he feareth no euill : and 
they chat liae in proſperity, this is not their feare leaſt 
they ſhould hauea fall, bur iris death that is bitter vnto 
allthem that haue peace in their riches. Secing this then 
is the greateſt Tyrant that maketh Princes tremble, and 
that anguiſh of hart that turneth all pleaſure into worm- 
wood , whatſoeuer is vnder the Sunne, good Mikſtres 
B.as you are,ſo abide: & as you hane already received, 
ſo abound, till the good graces of the living GOD 
haue made you ſtronger then ſin or death : fo our 
ayes 
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- dayes beallin bleſſing, and youraccounted times haue 
truedelighttillthe latter enddoe ſhine in hope. So thall 
you be bold toſay with Dauid; Sardly the Lord will deli 
wer me from the ſnare of the Hunter, and from the noyſome_ 
peflilence : 1ſhall not bee afr aid of the feare of the night, nor of 
the arrow that flyeth by day, nor of the peftilence that watketh in 
the darkeneſſe,nor of the plague that deftroyeth at noone: 1 haue 
ſet the moit high to bee my refuge, and there ſhall nd enill come 
neeremy Tabernacle. The Lord bleſle vsin this good 
hope, and make ſtrong our confidence in this perſwali- 
on, thatatlaſt we may dwellinioy and gladneſſe:ifteare 
haue often recourſe into our fraile bodies, becauſe wee 
cary in vs corruption, which is the ſtrength of death, 
et that feare ſhallnotalwayes grieve vs, for our hope is 
perfect and ſhallnot be thaken. Weeſhall goe but as $. 
Paal, and Peter, Abraham and Iſaack haue gone before: 
and not onely they, but our Fathers, our Mothers, and 
our decreſt friends are gone with them : and all rhatare 
behind ſhall ouertake vs. The trouble ofthe trauel muſt 
needs appearelightinthe middeſt of ſo happy compa- 
nie ; or iftheir loue haue not ſuch force in vs, that Pa- 
rents-and friends, Apoſtles, Prophets, Patriarks, and ail 
the Saints of God can makevs ſay, Letws ay with therigh- 
teous, and let our latter end be as onts him, yet (ureaghen 
amongthedead Fhaue ſeene Chriſtin the graue have 
found the G O Dofglory,1thall ſay witha perte&harr, 
Chri:t i my life, and death is mine aduantage_; W harthen 
remaineth more vnito vs, but to ſtrive faithfully;that we 
may come vnto this, thar'G O D may workewith vs as 
with his Saints,and we may be partaker withthe happy 
Prophet, to ſee the louing kindnes ofthe Lord, which 1s 
better thenlife, and to ſay withhim: Hs the Hart longeth 


after the water brookes, ſo my [ou'e longeth to ſee the Lorde— p 
an 
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andin the mean ſeaſon that we yet fulkll our accounted 
ot 5 we Lord - or Pa yemeny | 

ou 0eueftyn age and many yeers,it! 
ctile of your childrens children, and , peace of 
his choſen people. 1n the meane whilel ay, that your _ 
hope may be precious before you, &in this earthly Ta- 
bernacle, ye may haue your converſation inthe _—_ 
heauen, from thence looking for a Sauiour, even ſeſus 
Chriſt the righteous, who ſhall change this corruptible 
body, to make it like tohis glorious body,in that bleſſed 
time which ſhall ſcatter away all afflition, & ſeale with- ' 
inthe happy aſſurance ofimmorrtalitie, which ſhall bee 
inthe n; So ofthe G O D of glory: when this weake 
body hal haue a recompence (ofa few ſorrowfuldaies) 
in cuerlaſting righteouſnes. In which hope the Lord 
grant many yecres you may reſt. 


Yonrs Ed. Dering. 
To Mftris B. 


HE Lord whois rich in mercy, keepe vs euer in 

the aſſured couenant of his new Teſtament made 

in leſus Chriſt, that we may feele the forgiueneſſe 
ofour linnes, and reioyce inthe (ow: oferernall life. A- 
men. I am ſure you will bee glad (good Miſtres B.) to 
heare of our ſafe comming home, and I would bee glad 
to heare of all your well doing, at our Saint Ellens, and 
thereforeI wrire vnto you, both to heare againe that 
God continueth his good bleſangs rowards yon, and to . 
certifie you that (Ithanke God) Iam now ſafe at Shen- 
fields, I have not yet take the plaiſter, but this day I haue 
begun to drinke Miſtres P. water, Let it hauethe worke 
which God will: For in health _ meats doe not = 
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rilk vs, but by his word. Inlicknefle, medicines can do 
v3 no good, _ be bleflethem, Wee haue nonewes 
hcereto write of but of Countty things, ſcarcewaorrh 
the telling, and lefſe worth the prakilingifir could be a- 
mended, cuery man going after his Oxeand his Horſe : 
and moſt doe glorifie GO D no more ghen their bruite 
beaſt. Ifchey be like vnto vs which are in the Court,and 
inthe Cittie, that the one be as ambitiaus , the other as 
couetous as we be brutifh, and God bee forgotten of vs 
all alike, we may take vs againe the Lamentation of Tere- 
mie: for itis the great mercies of G O D that we be not 
conſumed. But ifſuch be the miſery in the worlde, wee 
thatare not ofthe world, but by Chriſt are taken out of 
the world : Let vs not loue the world which is ſuch an e- 
nemie vnto God, and then wee ſhall not be condemned 
with the world when Chriſt thall come in glory. And 
the Lord be praiſed, who hath giuen vs cies to ſee and 
eares to heare, that we might be wiſe harted : notto ſay 
peace & truce with ſuch things, with ſuch men cry peace 
& truce, but rather to haue our life hidden with Chriſt in 
God, and on his right hand behold the peace which paſ- 
ſeth all vnderſtanding,& good Miſtres B.increaſe in this, 
God hath giuen you a happier helper, who is willingly 
led to all righteouſnes. The Lord Gov make his good 
worke perfed for his ſonnes ſake,in him,ip you,andin vs 


all, that loue the comming of leſus Chriſt, Amen. 
Yours inthe Lord, Ed, Dering, 


ALetter of M. Ed. Dering to Miſtres H. 


©--75 and peace, &c. Ihaue heard ( good Miltres 
H,) of your heauie eſtate, that in many troubles 

the Lord doth exerciſe you,but ] truſt you _ 
raugnt 
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1s be your praicrs, wthatn 2 | 
bur by his appointment, andbeccontented with. all char 
he hach done, (othat your hart may beare/ you witnes, 
that of all things the Lord is moſt deare vnco you : and 
for your troubles, giue only your hart to lone the Lord, 
and they ſhall ſceme neither great nor ſtrong vnto you. ? 
For what can be great,ifour hart be prepared to lay with | 
the Apoſtle Saint Paule, That we reioxce in afflicHions , be- 
cauſe they ſhall breedin 195 a hope which ſhall never make_ vs 
aſhamed : Or what can be great, if Go Have taughe vs, 
That the momentanie afflittions of this worlde, they are nos 
worthy of the glory that ſhall bee rewealed onto ws : Or what 
can be great, if wee ſay with the Apoſtle : Bretheren, re- 
toyce in afflictions, retayce exceedingly : when you fall into ma- 
ny and great tribulations. 

Surely good Miſtreſſe H. all is nothing , for afrayle 
body, a ſhort life, a {1nfull creature, what can come vnto 
it that ſhould diſmay it? nay how thould we not (ifwe 
know it well, ) be gladde, itdeathalfo were at our beds 
ſide, rhat we might at once ſee the outmoſt malice ofthe 
deuill, and after for euer-more bee deliuered from him. 
A great Clowde of witneſſes (as the Apoſtle faith ) are 
cited in thecleuenth Chapter to the Hebrues, of which 
euery one ſhould be our example to beare all croſſes that 
the Lord doth ſende, knowing that heis delighted with 
vs, when wee bee faithfull to abide rheſe momentaine 
and light chaftiſements. 7b, David, Paule >, our Sauiour 
Chriſt himſelfe, how many thinges ſuffered they , how 
are we notaſhamed to refuſe the cauſe which they haue 
borne; and way well your owne caſe whatitis, and you 
ſhall ſee little cauſe of ſorrow in it, or if you compareir 
with other, none at all. WT LOSTEOCITESS 
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Hatrh your husband beene vnkind to you, beare it, & , 
you tha: win him atthe laſt : Ifnor, thanke GO D that 
you can continue louing and obedient;cuen vntoan vn- 
kind hasband: And Laſſure you in this one vertue,there 
is more comfort and ioy, then there can bee griefe inall 
thediſcourteites ofmen : & what is that crofle of yours, 
inreſpett of that which Abigaill did fo long and patt- 
ently beare? But your ſonne hath grieued you much, 
yea but you haue not the hiidreth parr of the griefe that 
Dauid might haue had for his ſonne Abſolon : and will 
you be more griened then he ? Your ſonne[ truſt thall 
yet proue well,and you ſhall ſee his recouery: if not,this 
manner of diſcafe 1s rather ateſtimony ot a conſcience 
grieued with hisenill doing, thenan argument of his 
deſtruction, ſo that euen in this griete you have great 
cauſe ofioy : and wharifGod take from you the com- 
fort of one child, leauing again vnto you the comfort of 
a great many : Will you, or can you repine againſt the 
louing kindnes of the Lord ? Howe glad wouid Dauid 
haue beene of other good children in theloflce of one e- 
uill ; yet you haue loſt none,neither is your ſon knowen 
to be ſocuill, but you may icioyce1n bioyagaine :yetif 
allchings were as euillas you could imagine, what then? 
Where is our loueto Jeſus Chriſt, thargave bis prect- 
ous bodie to thedeathvpon the Croſle'tor our linnes ? 
It we will not leaue Sonne, Daughter,and our owne fe 
for his fake. Can one haire fall from your ſonnes heade 
but at Chrifts comma ndement ? 1s nothee head of his 
Church, and all things happen they not vnto vsas hee 
will? Heerin you ſhall know you loue G O D aboueall, 
when you can forget the child of your wombe, for his 
{zke. And therefore (good Miſtres H.) giue not your 
ſelfe toany inordinate affeftions to offend G O D, _ 
£1 Ec o urt 
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hurt your fe, but ſay and think, Thy will be dowe © Lord, 
and when the time ſhall come of our latter end, we ſhall 
neuer haue end of the bleſſed life which God ſhall giur: 
vnto you,and to all his Saints in that day, Thus in hat 
Tam conſtrained to ceaſe to write, but I will not ceaſe 
to pray, that God may bleſſe you, and giue you his ioy- 
full Spirit, to fill you with all ſpirituall comfort, againſt 
the temptations of the world, and all theenuie of the 
deuill. And pray for mee beſeech you, that] may ac- 
count all the world to bee but dung, to the end I may 
win Jeſus Chrift, (ro whom)theliuing and eternall God 
I commit you toreuer, Amen. The xix of Aprill. * 


Yours in th: Lord Teſus,the onely 
forgiuenes ofall our linnes. 


Edward Dering, 
Letters of Ed. Dering to MiStrks KR. 


HE Lord God direct vs with his holy ſpirit, that 

we may loue and feare him vntothe end, Amen. 

It greeueth me good Miſtris K.that you ſhould be 

ſo long at Hendon as now you haue beene, and all this 
while I could finde no leiſure to come vnto you, and 
whatſoever my fault hath beene heerein, I will make 
no other excuſe, but deſire you to forgiue it. And Ipray 
God though I ſee you not, yet Imay ſo remember you, 
as I am bound, and ſo my not comming. vnto youlhall 
ceue methe leſſe. Now touching your owne caſe, I 
_ you are wile to ſee, that the Lord giueth you new 
inſtructians to bee wiſein him, and to giue ouer your 
ſelfe vnto him. For as God hath bleſſed you many waies, 
and giucn you a good calling inthe world, ſo he viliteth 
C 3 ay you 
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you euery day, and humbleth you with many chaſtiſe- 
ments before him. God hath given you husband, chil- 
dren, family, and other blef{ings,but you enioy none of 
them without a croſle, ſometimein one thing,ſomerime 
in another, and commonly your owne weake and {ickly 
body makes you that you cannot haue your ioy as you 
would. Yea { doubt nor, butitis{6 abridged vnto you, 
that ſometime it grieueth you that = cannot haue ei- 
ther care ouer your houſeas you wilh,or attend on your 
children, as you delire, or reioyce with your busband, 
as otherwiſe you might. But this griete God recompen- 
ceth with great benefit, for our Saviour Chrilt is our 
good warrant, that this 15the lot of Gods Saints, to en- 
toy his ble{fings with affliftions, ſothat the morethar 
you be forrowfnll, the more you be ſure thatthe liuing 
God hath ginen you your portion : and ſo your ſorrow 
is ioy vnto you. Beiides this, the mingling of your ioy 
with ſorrow, and wealth with woe, isa happy cempring 
vnto you of heauen with earth, that you ſhould neither 
louenor reſt in this, aboue that which is meete, but ac- 
knowledge all is but vanity ; ſo loue it as tranſitory 
things,and haue your great delight with the Lord alone, 
who is vnto you health,profpericy, toy,and eternalllite. 
This good Miſtris K. you knowe, but yet this Talſo put 
you in mind of; for though God haue bleſſed you, yer 
you are but a weake woman,and haue need (in the com- 
mon frail:y of mans nature ) to bee ſtirred vp with ex- 
hortation. Remember therefore ever thar which is the 
end ofall, Feare God,and keepe bis commundements. For this 
is the whole ſcope of our life, which when wee have 
brought to his appointed ende, wee ſhall ſee the hope 
which we haue longlooked for : and'when immortality 
hath brought happines into light, & ſcattered away our 
re, 
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feare, we ſhall ſay then, Fleſſed ry Ar NG wee 
learned to feare the Lord: And the Lord bleſſe you with his 
holy ſpirit, that you may in the midſt of other carcſiaue 
pleaſure inthis,and in other ſorrow reioycein the Lord, 
and alwaies reioyce. Commend mel pray you, to your 
little ones, Nan,Beſle,& Mary. And the Lord make you 
and mailter K. gladde parents of good children, Amen. 


From Tobie,the laſt of February. 1575. 
Yours i«athe Lord leſu, Ed, Dering, 


To Miſl:is R. 


H E grace of our Lord Telus be with you ever. A- 
men.1thanke you good Miltris K. for your Letter, 
and tor your medicine, and for your good willto 
him to whom you before did owe (o little. Touchin 
my diſeaſe, I 4:d ſuddainly cough & ſpit much blood, fo 
that when with much forcing my ſelte,[ refrained,it rat- 
teled in my throar, as if ! had bin a dying : nextday in 
the like ſort I did , & once {yncethe taking of theſe medi- 
cines for the ſtaying of it. It is now ſtaied, butIfeele 2 
great ſtopping of my wind, and much prouocation to 
cough,which ifI did,I ſhould ſpit blood as before. pray 
you aske your Phylition what heethinketh beſt to be 
done. And good Miſtris K. againſt all diſeaſes and ſicke- 
neſſes of the bodie, doe as you do, and daily encreaſe it, 
with an vnfained teftimony of your own hart. Commit 
our health, your licknes,your body, yourfoule, yoor 
life and your death, tothe protetion ofhim thar di 
ant anaem— - Alicke body with ſuch an aide, 
hath greater the the Queenes lewel houſe. Pra 
fill, and pray for mee. | ſee the goodnes of G O D iu 


towardes mee, as ( Ithanke God) except linne, I weigh 
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notall the world a feather : and with as glad a minde 
Iſpitte blood, (Trruſt) as cleare ſpittle. To thoſe that 
loue God,all things are for the belt : he hatha hard hart 
that beleeueth not this. For the Church , I commit it 
tothe Lord , the Lord grant with that aftetion that I 
owe vnto it zand forall my labour in it (Ithanke God ) 
I am guiltie neither of couetouſnes, nor ambition, but 
as God hath giuen megrace, I ſought onely his glory. 
I write this vnto you good Miſtreſle K:. becauſe you 
” know it, and that you may the morcefietually remem- 
ber him, that will knowe =_ when the worlde, your 
health, your corruptible body , death and linne it ſelfe, 
hauedone their worſt. Commend mee to Mailter K. 
yourlittle ones, to Maiſter R. The Lord bleſle vs all.that 
we make our bodies ſhake, and not our bodies vs. Yale 


in Chriſto Teſw. 2 5.1). 1 57 5. 
Tuus in Chiiſto, Ed, Dering, 


To Miftrs KR. 


HE Lord God who ſheweth mercy to whom he 

will ſhew mercy, and haue compalhon on whom 

he will have compathon, according to his loue 

with which hee loued vs before the world was made, 
looke vpon vs, and leade vs in our waies, that in righte- 
ouſnes and holines, peace, and ioy ofthe holy Ghoſt, we 
may finith our compaſſe and ceme vnto him, Amen. If I 
could, good Miſtris K. doeas I ſhould, then my waies 
wereperfet among men, but itis with meas with many 
other, ſmall hinderances toan vnwilling minde, are oc- 
caſions great enough to keepe vs fromdoing well. This 
hath made meto pretermit many duties which had been 
better done, And I dare not makeavy other _ _ 
ue 
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I hane not written vato pou oftner : forchoughT have 
ina weary body many things todo, and could make ex» 
cuſes which you would eaſily belecue, yer ſureLam if 
ſloth and negligence were vtterly gone, a tewe lynes 
weece {o loone written, that I could not want time Br. lo 
lictle labour, this is true, & fit erranti medicina confeſſio. 
Touching my lickenes, hee that ſent it he doethruleir, 
and as he will ſo farrc let it goe. 1 feele yet difficulty of 
breath and coughing : and I ſee palenes and leaneneſſe 
abiding ſtill, yet I thanke God I am fo well, as we ſuppor 
ſed all ro haue ſeene you at Henden this next Monday, 
but God hath changed our way, and by occaſion wee. 
haue deferred it, trulting yet to ſee you very ſhortly, if 
the Lord will, to whom we commit both your wayes 
and ours. And now good Miſtris K. further I need not 
write vnto you, for which cauſe yet eſpecially youccraue 
my Letters, I know whom you haue belecued,, vppon 
what ground you ſtand, who hath ſcaled your perſwa- 
ſton in you, he isableto keepe that you haue commit- 
ted vnto him, exen vnrtill that day, that4hethings ofthe 
world are changed betore vs all. Atition may be great 
and make vs murmur, proſperity may aboundand make 
vs proude, the world may hill our eyes and our cares, 
that ſometime we may be blinde and. not ſee our hope; 
our owne concupiſcence may peraduenture ſting vs that 
we forget the good workes wherein wee-had delight, 
but the councell of the Higheſt ſtandeth faſt for euer : 
the Lord knoweth all that are his. lu this Towerofde-+ 
fence our dwelling is madefor vs, and the gates of hell 
ſhall not preuaile againſt vs. When wee (inne, we muſt 
needes beſorrowtall, and to offende fach a Sauiour , it 
will grieue vs more:then death it ſelfe ; but ro remem+ 
ber againe ſo aſſured hope , we cannar bur —_ in 
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the Lord;and alwaies reioyce. T hus I leaue you to your 
owne hart,where is your {tronge fatetie: and to your (e- 
crete thoughts, which comfort you in thenight. And 
commurting my ſelfe vnto your praters, I befcech God 
the Father of our Lordeleſus Chritit, to keepe you and 
yours. Commend meto your little ones:pardon me for 
writing in ſuch a peece of paper, [ could hardly get this, 
Maiſter H. and my wite with to ſee you. The Lord keep 
v3 vnblameablc in his (ight. From Toby the x11). day of 
Auguſt. 1575. 


Your bounden in the Lord, Ed, Dering, 
To Miſtrss Re 


HE Lord God dire vs in all our waies, that they 
may be vnblameablein his tghr,and our faith may * 
be ftrengthened in the bleſſed hope of his Elect, to 
that nothing be able to {hake it from hencetorth , trom 
the boldnes and aſſurance ot everlaſting lite. Many and 
iuft cauſes good Miſtres K. haue kept mee, fo that theſe 
holy daies I could notſee you , but | knowe no excule 
why I could not write vnto you : and therefore for the 
one, as lam ſure you doe willingly pardon me, ſo the 
other [ beſeech you to accept, both as ateſtimony of my 
mind that I forget you not, and as a diſcharge of that du- 
tic T owe vnto you ; for if I ſhould not faithfully remem- 
ber you, though yon had otherwiſe done nothing for 
mee, yet] were vnworthy of ſuch good will. And it I 
ſhould not as in bonnden duty be moſt careful to ftreng- 
then and comfortthat good purpoſe, whick your ſel 
have choſen for the courſe of your life, I were not wor- 
thie of theacquaintance ofthe Saintsof God. Therefore 
departing from London againe (as I'could not _ I 
aue 
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have yet written vnto you, as I muſtneeds. And [ har- 
tily pray that God may encreaſehis goodneſſe in you, & 
carneſtly befeech you, as you haue receiued that, ſoyou 
would abound moreand more, a thort requeſt & ſoone 
heard : butexceeding difficult to ſome to-prattile, and 
yet not dithcult vnto you, butealicand light as youcan 
delire,for hee that is borne of God, oucr-commeth the 
world. And the annointing (as Iohn faythy which you 
hauereceiued ofGod, dwelleth in you, and you neede 
not that any man teach you, but as the ſameannointi 
ecacheth you all things; and it istrue and not binnced 
as it is taught you, you ſhallabide init. 

Marvell not good Miſtrefſe K. thatI write this vnto 
you, nor be vnwillingly affected to heare of your owne 
happines, Ir is(as Salomon ſayth)another mans mouth 
that praiſeth you and not your owne, and whatneede 
you feare. Andl1 ſpeake nordeceitfully, which Irhanke 
God | hate, nor give I titles (as lob yth) which the 
Lord doth abhorre. Bur ſeeing (as I am cer-ainely pers 
ſwaded) that in you, which Saint Tohn could ſee inthe 
people to whom he wrote, and to whom he gaueſoho- 
nourable praiſe, why ſhould not I be bold vpon ſogood 
warrant, to ſay alſo vnto you : YouaretheLordes: and 
God whoiuſtified then his Apoſtles words, heewillin- 
tife them now andeuer, for hee is mercifull without 
end. Let vsnotthen good Miſtreſſe Kybeehencefoorth 
forrowfull or faint-hearted : Paul and Peter, andall the 
Apoſtles and Prophets,haue —__ things vos 
an. and we will wr > Andyernot they, but 
the Spirit of God hath gitenvs this teſtimonie, arid it is 
true. For what weretheRomanes, Corinthians, Ephe- 
fians, Galathians , and all other whom the Spirir na- 
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and weake as wee, and our faith as theirs ? But wee + 


feele a grat deale of infirmity in ourſelues; did not they .. 
ſo,and did notthe ſpirit of God fee more in them, then 
themſelues could feele ? yetir calleth them Saints : yea, 
and o it calleth vs, that we ſhould not feare : and there- 
fore asI fayd, Ilay againe, you are annointed of the 
Lord, and you ſhall not fall,it your heart beare you wit- 
nes, that the profeſhon which you make, is vnfainedin 
ou, as [ am ſure it beareth you witneſſe. One care on- 
ly wee haue, which alſo we will haue vnto the end : and 
that is, that we may gloritie him, who hath glorited vs. 
In this doing, as I accuſe my ſelfe moſt aboue all other 
men, ſo I praiſe not you a whit. For I know good 
Miſreſſe K. heerein youare too too faulty, and ſo is all 
fleſh : our fleſh, the world, and the diuell, they are too 
ſtrong for vs, but bleſſed be the Lord God, who hath 
giuen vs victory in Ieſus Chriſt, and wee will doe if God 
giue vs grace, as his Apoſtles did, we will chaſtice our 
bodies, and bring them in ſubieRion, that all that know 
our Religion, ſhall not blame our workes : And I thank 
God for all that you haue obtained : And 1 beſeech 
you increaſe and abound more, that as hee will giue 
vsafullreward, ſo wee may offer vp our bodies a holy 
ſacrifice, to praiſe his name, who hath had mercie vp- 
pon vs. And pray for mee, that my handes and tongue 
may 10ynein the workes of Gods Saints : and let vs all 
growe together vnto that bleſſed hope, till wee haue 
tound that happie ſtrength, by which the world is cru- 
citied vnto vs, and wee vntothe world : Butthe Lord 
that teacheth you, to him Ieane you : whom I beſeech 
to open youreies into ſo largeand widea fpirituall ſight 
thatyou may yet more clearelie ſeeand feele the glorie 
ofGod and immortalitie. Farewell good MiſtreſſeK, 
y Commend 
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Comminedd mee to Nan; Beſſe, Mary. The Lord:bleſ 

you wirhthemener, Amen. _ 197 
| Thane in Cheiſt Ed, Dexing. | 


A Litter of M. Ed. De.to the Lady G.” 


The erxceof our Lord Teſus Chrift, be with you euer, Amen, 

J F cither Lmight doe the duty whereunto your well 
deſeruing hath bounde mee, or might requite with 
rhankes that with all your good will you haue deſer- 
ued, lknow and conteileit ( good Madam ) long fince] 
{hould haue cometo ſee you: but ſuch is my caſe,as can 
not doceither what is molt meet, or what L moſt defirez 
for ſometime by butines, and ſometimeby licknes, and 
ſometime by opportunity of others, lam holden heere, 
that I could never yet haue opportunity to ride farre,or 
to ſee my natiue country and nighelt triends. Once in 
Sommer [ would haue gone to; M, B, belides Winfore, 
and the ſecond night of my travel I could not-lleepe;bur 
tarried a ſeauennight in the ſame place, andthen came 
backe againe,ill at eaſe: thus it pleaſed God to deale with 
me,and ſuch a body he hath giuen me, tothe end (lam 
lure)I ſhould notloue this prefeat vanity, burremember 
himthaslipeth cygh; nd deſirecy be ohend 40 fre jou ple- 
rie. And thisI beech you thinketo'betheonely cauſe, 
that I have not of long time ſcene pou andothers, with 
whom otherwiſe lyyould wiſh to dwell ; agd if. itbethe 
good will df God tuproſper my iourniesjnaime conne- 
nient, [truſt to te-yau ofiner heereafters by hrigwyill be 


done;wha appointethour waies,4.numbieth our fieps, 


and doth all things forthe beſt tothoſerhar lope him, & 
to himif can. commit you in. my gdaily prajers ,chatlp 
my ſpirit be'preſeng with you; ho angiooer be By 
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ſntinbody,yetmydatylowe yon thalnot be alroge- 
ther vnperformed,and that piece 6f it which yet is wan- 
ting; thatindailyemhortationsI might (by the grace of 
God)ſtirre vp your minde,that in the meane time,let me 
ſupply with cheſ@ Letrers: In which , moſthartily I be- 
ſeech you (good Madam)goe on forward,and faint not 
in the cotrle of godlines, increaſe (till in faith, in loue, in 
hope, till with a wiſe hart _ have ſuch a feeling of the 
glory of God, & ofeternallife,that you haue made your 
account vÞ with the worlde, and areat a point with all 
that is oicder the ſunne. While God {hall prolong your 
daies, reioyce in him that hath giuen you lite, ms vicall 
his gifts to his glory : and when his appointed time ſhall 
comeandbring death into yonr doores : let this be the 
preparation of your heart, you deſire tobe looſed and to bee 
with Chriſt. And letthis bethe anſwere of your tongue, 
Lord now letteſt thou thy ſernant depart in peace. Surely the it 
ſhal come vnto you,thata happy life (hall hauea bleſſed 
end. Your former times haue found their wiſhed iſſue, 
andtheentrance of your grace;thall be the beginning of 
your glory : Hee hath ſpoken it thatcannot deceiue vs, 
That enery one that beleeneth in him , ſhall not taſt of death, 
but ſhall paſſe from death tolife >. This ( good Madame) is 
The crowneand garland of all our pleaſures : reioyce in 
feeling it, and be gladde in louing it, knitir faſt to af} the 
thoughts of your hart, and nener forget it, it ſhall give 
you more pleaſure in one day of your life, then-without 
tt you can'find in a thouſand yeetres : and all the men of 
the world which feele theirpleaſure inthis life, & know 
nothing better, then to followe their owne concupil- 
cence, they ſhall periſh when you ſhall abide, and they 
ſhall mourne when you ſhall reioyce, becauſethey haue 
forgortenthe lining God whom you haue loved. Many 
_ temptations 
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remprations ſhall be continually againſt you, but Godis 
able to ſer you free from them ; cat your rare dn him, & 


rou haue wonnethe viftory- (tag: 6, 6 | 
ow him, and how $0-trutt in fiingg a8 BY Prophar Ih 
uid didfo let vs doe; that is : Lecys makghigecitimonics 
co be qur delight, and exerciſe oux ſelves jnthemgay & 
night,for they onely can make vs wiſe, and renewgin vs 
the image of God, thag we may begpertect, as our heat 
uenly Father is perfet. This hope 1 thanse God hath 
been before me,that I haue not feared in any trouble,$ 
in a good conſcience of this doing, I had rather haue the 
diſpleaſure of the world, then with loſſe ofthis deſire or 
any hurt ofit,to win the fauour ofall mortal mgn. Aug 
ſo lam ſureit ſhall be with you that day, in which you 
{hall ſo feele Gods glory and eternall lite , that you-will 
conſecrate your life for euer vnto him, laue him; feare 
him, long afterhim : It (hall bee more ioytull varo you, 
then the day of your birth, and your hart ſhall beſetge as 
S. Paulſaith, te w/e the world as though you v/edit wet: not 
to forlake the world or worldly things, (for they arethe 
gifts of God for the comfort of ourlite ) but as though 
we forſaked it, ſo let ourloue be taken fromit, & be ever 
with him whoisthe giuerofall, and hath immontalicy; 
there is not aday that paſſeth over our heades, but it af- 
flit&h the body,and maketh ita day ſhorter liuing then 
it was. Letthere not bz a day but ſhall ſtrengthen our 
faith, that we may be gladde wee are one day neerer the 
preſence of God then wee were before, AndIbeſeech 
God( whoonely can doe what he will ) worke his good 
will with you in all fpirituall bleſſings , that you may a- 
bound : and in the condition of this life that you may 
reioyce, till your accounted times beall tulhilled. Amen. 


Yours DTT Hes 
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A Letter of M. Ed. De. to the Laly M. 

yo E Lord God who hath onely power to worke 
his will, and hath ſhewed rnercy-vnto vs in an eter- 
-mall covenant, make vs perfettin all our wayesto 
abound in righteouſnes,and love his glory,thavin life & 
death we may be happy,& haue ioy in his preſence, who 
livethever, Amen. :Good Madam;the duty that Thave 
long owed'vnto you,doth much-bind-me : & the cxpe- 
rienceof your good inclination, ſufficiently doeth em- 
bolden me to write at this time vnto you : and I truſtthe 
Lord God who hath giuen you his grace, and called mee 
to this worke, will bleſſe the labour that it may be profi- 
table to his glory & your comfort. For if his word haue 
ſo great ſtrength in his Saints when they are yet vnbelie- 
uingand ignorant, that it reucaleth euen the ſecrets of 
their harts,that it maketh them fall downe to worſhippe 
him, andto acknowledge his mighty power init: lam 
ſure that it cannot bee but the ſame worde ſhall baue 
ſtrength in you, wholy & altogether to conſecrate your 
ſelfvnto the Lord,til al your delight be in him alone. So 
that Iam nowe, more to pray for my ſelfe then for you, 
that I may rather ſpeak the truth, then you hear it: for of 
this Iam ſure,your hart is prepared,as the Prophet faith, 
to a good purpoſe,the Lord make my hand as the pen of 
a good writer. And now (good Madam) this is the ſum 
of all, Feare God and love him: your goods, your credit, 
your thoughts, your deſires, your body, your life, giue it 
all vnto him,that he onely may pleaſe you ; his will per- 
ſwade you, that whether you live or whether you die, 
you may be wboly his. A ſhortlefſon and ſoone learned, 
rd I confeſſe of the world to praiſe , but nothard to 


you whom God hathloucd : for what is it can call away 
your 
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your deſire, that wholy and Fit ſhould notbe 
in this? It is only the world that raken yp enmi 


againlt vs,8& ftriueth dayly to { v=fromtheLo 
But what is in the world why the penſuafions bfic ſhold 
pleaſe vs ? eſpecially you who hane had e of it, 
whoſelite G O D hath filled with worldly things.” You 
know whatis the comfort of honles & lands : you haue 
weighed them well and foundethem light. You know 
the gladnes ofa mother, and haue in your light ſonnes 
and daughters, thetryall of it is in you, and hath centred 
deepe, cuen as they haue beene the fruite of your owne 
wombe: but in them you haweno ſuch ioy as inthe ſpi- 
rit otadoption, by which you know yourſelfe to bethe 
child of God. You knowe the treaſureofa good huſ- 
band, with whom you haue had peaceable and louing 
dayes: but how much is it a greater oy of vnſpeakeable 
gladnesto feele your ſelte ioyned to leſus Chritt,& made 
a chaſt memberofa glorious body,with whom you ſhal 
be ioyned forever. 

You haueſcena great many yeeres of the age of man, 
and haue meaſured the length of them, fo that if you 
mightliuethedaiesof Abraham, yet you mightaccount 
your howersand ſee the time athand, when in the ende 
of your courſe you ſhall rake your reft : and what were 
this to —— To be ſhort,and topretermitmany 
thinges wherewith God hath made your life as a bleſ- 
ſing, you haueſeene fauour, credite, landes, authority, 
friends, ſeruants, the pleaſures of theſe God-hath given 
you. You haue ſeenefulnes of ſuch delights ;: but this 
and all elsrhat you haue ſeene, what is itto the grace of 
God, thetcllowthip of Saints, the forgiuenefſe of your 
{innes _ loue-0 hae rrarry CORO of 
your lite, the brightnes of his glory, eternall 
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Gudly Leiters of Mo Deng: 
bleflings. Sichthen in theworld is noe fare refuge, the 
more [ haue ſeene the fruite _ faith, the moreaſſu- 

Iknowrheconſtancy of your mind,rcady to leaue 
theworld roapproch-necrer vato God, and to account 
all thoſerhings ro be burtdung, to the end you may win 
Chriſt,in who you ſhal be ſo much more bleſſed,as lighe 
is more bright then darknes, health is more excellent the 
ſicknes , and life more preciousthen cruell death. This 
(good Madam) you haue long knowne,and with praiſe 
profeſſed it among men : And now eſpecially reape the 
fruite of it in theſe dayes of Gods viſitation, in which in 
a weake body you haue hada ſharpe licknefle, to teach 
you that your lite is inthe hands of God, and the nature 
of your body that is but duſt, ſo that you (hold not loue 
ic but inthe Lord,nor be pleaſed with it bur as it pleaſeth 
him,ready to lay itdowne when he {hal call you. This is 
that great and high commandement : To love God aboue_ 
all, and this is the greateſt obediencerequired of man , to 
be ready to dieat the will of God. Vnto which comman- 
dement when I doe beſeech you willingly to yee'de, I 
feele in my (elte howe the nature of man itriueth againſt 
it : all choſe delights of which I ſpake before ( the plea- 
fures of this preſent life) they ariſe againſt it : although 
we had no other comfart, yet life it ſelke is ſweet vnto vs, 
and weare loth to make our beds in the darke,oureyes 
they would yet ſee the Sunne,our eares would heare the 
ſounde of worldly clements,though our fleſh bee graſle, 
yet graſſe hath a lower, and our fraile bodies haue vant- 
thing fantaſies agreeable vato them, ascarth vnto earth, 
& from which moſt hardly you ſhalpulit away, the Pa- 
triarkes and Prophets were ſometime afraide, Paule and 
Peter werenot alwaies bolde, they loved cuerthar lyfe 
which they fawein hope, but they did feele the _ 
| whic 
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which did fight in their metnbers,” And how ſbould I 
then ſay vnto-you a weake woman, feare not death;arif 
I ay it, how can you performeit, becing {a weake avel+ 
ſell of fleſh and blaod : yergood Madam giemeecicate 
to intreate you,andI hope you ſhal haueahartto grant 
it: Imoſt humbly beſeech you Rare nordeath. The A- 

ſtles were men as weare, yet Paule obtained at laſt ro 
bediſſolued and to be with Chriſt ; if we be weaker then 
he, the graces of God ſhalbe more exalted.in vs ,and wo 
alſo ſhallfay at the laſt , Zer thy ſernant O Lorde depart in 
peace. Itis the Lord that hath promiſed this blefling vnta 
vs,et vs haue it with faith, and it will make death vile in 
our eyes: it is enough ifwe know G © D will give this 
victory to his people, let vs be bold; though wee fearea 
little while, yet feare ſhall be caſt out, and- wee {hall ay 
witha free ſpirite, O death whereis thy ſting, &c, T 
your ſelfe therefore every day, and if your harthebo 
reioyce good Madamegand reioycefor euer: th 

reateſt enemie ( which is death ) is troden vnder your 
teete, and whatels can hurt you : all other things of che 
worldthey are but ſeruants of death; and ſeruetg make 
his power more fearefull vnto vs, friendesorkinſ-folke, 
golde, ſiluer, preciousſtones, or all othenpleaſures;-all 
labour;yato;one end, to make vs more lochno die van- 

uiſhdeath,and yow haue' vanquiſbed all, -height.and 
Jeoth oy 0 _ all x pra and you are Chrikes. 
And feel beſeech, you what glory you haue.gotten, you 
arcbuta weake and licke woman whajy God bath hee 
yp in your chamber, andeyed to cd and yetuhe 
great tyrant ofthe world.thar boldegh. in, bondage kings 
and Princes,and woundeth them all with are &&cerroar, 
he is confounded before you, & the Lord oflifehehath 
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Godly: Letters of M Dering. 

you firſt into this bartell, a bleſſed ficknesrhat made you 
endurethe fight, and moſt bleſſed end in which you get 
thevicory;; tor who hath giuen-you this firength , or 
who raignethiin you in ſuch a day, but hewho hath aid 
and doneit, 0 death, Twill be thy death. And if heebein 
you who hath aboliſhed death , &in whoſe ſight death 
thall neuer haueany rule, what treaſure what depth of 
ioy and gladnes ſhall he bring with him : while you live 
you thal live in him,and no man ſhal take your ioy from 
you: and when you die, you ſhall die in him, and death 
thall be noe death, but you ſhall paſſe to eternall life:and 
all thatis fearefull ſhall be farre from you :the burthen of 
ſinne, the malice of thedeuill, the terrour of hell: the 
dreadfull words; Go'ye curſed intoeternall fire. All this 
is aboliſhed and troden downe in the Croſle of leſus 
Chriſt, who raigneth in you, and giueth his ſpirit , that 
youfecare not death : and all things that fill with ioy,not 
theearth onely;butche heauens alfo( you have dettroy- 
ed death) youthall feele then all within you :the fellows 
ſhipof Saints and'Angels, the forgiuenes of (innes,, the 
reſurrefion-ofthebody, the life everlaſting, & rhe God 
of glory : your eyes lightened witha pure faith, ſhall ſee 
theſe things inſoperfe& beauty, that you {hall caft ous 
death & theeare ofit; yea youThould thinke youre rime 
wetrineifyour daies ſhohld-bee prolonged}*thd'yotr 
ſhonld be yet many yeeres a fbiourner in this bodie, in 
which youare @ ſtrangerfrom thepreſence of the Lord : 
Arid the neerer your time apptecherh; thegladder your 
fhalbe of the end of yoar reHtney, when'youthatt that 
fecleit: ind when theearthily/bouſe of this Tabernacle 
ſhall bedef ,youhaue a building given of God , a 
houſenot ma wkhinds buter mthe heavens. 
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thall igh and moane(asPauiſaich)ri gld- 
rie;andthe lot ofthe Sainrs that is in light,where there's 
no more ſorrow nor care , nor feare, nor death, burtrhe 
God of all mercy,& farher of our Lord teas Chriſt ſhall 
be before vs for euer. Thus Madam (as my duty is) 1 
haue written vnto you, aud God will bleſſe it as his pro» 
mile is, that it ſhall be for the beſt, & in the wiſedome of 
his word we ſhall be ſtrengthned in his grace, thar death 
and ſicknes (hall be forgotren, and all the deſires of out 
hart ſhall be with him. And the Lord Godfor his ſonnes 
fake ſo haue mercy vpon vs, that all cuill taken from vs, 
we may reioyce in him, and ſee his bleſſed age that is in 
immortality, and is ſealed in our hearts with his bleſſed 
fpirit. To whom be glory for eutr-more, Amen, From 
Saint Ellins, the tenth ofTanuary,'Anno'Dom:'1 $76- 
Deering, 


Yours beundcn in the Lord lefu,the 
of all our Gancs. 


A Litter written by M. Ed. Deering, to bis Lord and 
Mailtcr the Duke of Noxthfolke. 

Gratia & pax « Dev patre, && Pumine noftro Joſh Chriffe, : 

|! E long good will that] haye borne yato you, as 

to one that earneſtly profeſſed the Golpel,, and the 

.- greatduty I owe vnto you asf@amy Lord and mais 

ter, make, that now I{hould write vato you, notknow- 
ing whether opportunity ſhal be ſuch as hereafter, mma 

doe you any ſeruice. God the author ofall like, hg 

ſhut both you.and me vp in his hands:thatthere is great 

likelihoad,aur huesin this world they are but ſhort; The 

Prince that excentith the.,udgement ofthe Lorde, ſhes 

hath found you outin your great {innes : & (icknes thax 

raigneth ouerall fleſh,1t bath taken now long hold op 
on me. So that as I (aid, weare.both in the hands ofxl 

wo. D 3 Lerd, 
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- Lord, weare ſummoned peremptorily,deathhath giuen 
an aſſault, and the weake holds of: os life they > vio» ;: 
lently ſhaken. Now therfore my Lord,let vs take coun- * 
{ell rogether, and as a wiſe Maſter, kearneof a faythfull 
ſeruant what is beſt to bee done : the worſt that our ſins 

can do vnto vs, is to lay vp0 vs theiuſtreward of death, 
my diſcale which thus affliteth me for many thouſand 
{innes, it can but takeaway my life which I haue ſo abu- 
ſed. Andall your deepe difkmulation and hypocrilie, 
you great ambitions, your faithleſſe Religion, which 

aueſo bewitched you, what can they doe more then 
this? The remedy now is,to make of necelfitic a vertue, 

chat is, to beare it wiſely, which you muſt needs abide. I 
haue Ithanke G O D, found that grace, that I can loue 
this ſaying, Cupio difſolni, & efſe cum Chriito, the Lord al- 
ſo open your hart, and guide your vnderſtanding, that 
with all Saints you may doclikewiſe, and pray,Yew# Do- 
mine leſw. 

And now, foraſmuch as this is the laſt duty, that I 
am like to doe vnro you, as G O D ſhall give grace I wil 
fo aduiſe you, asT may teſtifie mine owne faith, & make 
you ftrong againſt theday oftrial:truſting thatour God 
{hall fo remember vs both in mercie, thar after a lictle 
while we {hall ſee better daies, and raigne with Kim that 
abideth King for euer. There is now but one thing 
neceſſary for you to learne in this life, that is, how you 
may willingly deſire to die ; a hard leffon for a naturall 
man,for death is our laſt enemy and his aſſault moſt vio- 
kntfor the triall of our faith : burChriſt who hath ©6- 
nercomedeathand heli, he hath brokerthe —_ of 
this battell,and ſer vp the ſongs oftriumph vntoall thar 
belecue, that we may haue the fulnes ofioy, & ſay-with 


gladnes, 0 Death where i thy fling? © + 


Now 


LE 
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Now, that this joy may be yours, and this gtrineſſe 


your inheritance, prepare your ſelfe, notin your owne 


wiſdome;for that hath already decetued you,but ih the 
wiſdom of God,that your hope may belure.Ifpouwill 
now haue the hart that ſhal codemne the force of death, 
con{ider wherefore youarecalled ro die ; It is layd to 
your charge that you haue dealt rraiteroully with your 
Prince, with your Country.& with the religi on of God: 
and vpon theſecrimes you are condemned to die. If you 
be guiltles,6 my Lord, bleſſed are you,& bleſſed is your 
portion : hee hath ſpoken it that neuer will change : 
when you doe well you ſuffer wrongfully, take itpati- 
ently, for this is acceptable ro God : but if you be guiley 
you haue not your hope in death(for that you haue de- 
{crued) bur your hopeis this, that you die {© as.it beco- 
meth you; which if God ſhall grant vnto you,then bleſ- 
ſd is the houre that God ſhal bring vpon you, you ſhall 
make that change, which God for his Chriſts fake, lay 
ſpeedily vpon all his children,and you {hal die once that 
you may linectier. Now that you may know how you 
ought to die, learne this of the Lord, which hee hath fo 
plinely taught you. The firſt part of yourtruerepen- 
tance muſt be an humble confeſhon, wharſoever your 
one conſcience can vtter more then is revealed. O my 
Lord ſpeak openly the truth, Sathan is enemy vnto vs,8&: 
his ſlights are many; if you will treadethe malicious ſer- 
pene vnder your feet, & triumph with Chriſt who harh 
{ſpoiled hell.cell the truth my Lord,conceale nothing, ſo 
{hall you ſhunne the divell. If my words ſceme bur hght 
to pecſwade you, heare the wiſeſt counſellour that ever 
raigned in Iſrael : Hee that hideth his ſinne (faich Salo- 
mon) ſhalt never, proſper,but he that conteſſerh and for- 
laketh them ſhall inde mercy, | 1 ft: 
When 
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When Acan had tranſgreſled in ſraell and deſerued 
death, when he was brought tro judgement, Ioſua faid 
vnto him, My ſon,l beſeech thee giue glory to the Lord 
God of Uſtaell, make confethon vnto him, and ſhew mee 
now what thou haſt done. Loe my Lord, this is to giue 
glory vnto God; to confeſle your ſin, and tell what you 
haue done. The good king Dauid when he had deſeryed 
death,and feared greatly the fentence of the Prophet,he 
confeſſed gladly and made it knowne vnto the world 
what his {in was, and wherein he had offended. When 
God gaue his lawes vnto Iſrael, & in the blood of goates 
& calues ſheweth the the redemption that was in Chriſt 
leſus, heefo ordained, that before their forgiuenes was 
preached, the high Prieſt ſhould proclaime openly what 
werethe (ins ofthe people, and fo lay their ſins vpon the 
beaſts.So ſtandeth itnow with vs, if wewil find forgive- 
nes of our (ins,let vs caſt of the cloake ofſhame,and con- 
feſſe before heauen and earth, what we haue ſinned and 
what we haue done. What greater perſwalions can you 
yet require, or how can you thinke to pleaſe God it you 
wil hide your ſins? That was the practiſe of olde Adam, 
but you are borneanew : that was the (in of Caine, but 
you my good Lord are of a better kindred. Speake the 
truth and ſhrinke not , God will once reucale the ſecrets 
ofharts,& then you ſhal reioycethat there is nothing of 
yours hid: fie vypon that ſin,that you ſhould turne away 
for one howre and recciue heereafter everlaſting confu- 
fion- bettera thouſand times to receive the reproch of 
fleſh,and after receine your glory of the Lord. When 
Iohn Baptiſt preached firſt the Goſpel), hee baprized no 
more then ſuch as confefled their ſins. The loſtſon when 
he rax away,he found no hope of pardon, till hee called 
heauen and earth to witnefle his great iniquitie. _ 
who 
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the Lord, whoſitterh'in the midſt of iudgemenr. Surely, 
if you ſeeke to hide your finnes, youſecke to hide them 
from him thatknowerh the ſecrers of the heart &raines, 
and todifſemble wich him that willnor be mocked: and 
therefore with all humblencſſe ofduty, I befeech you, 
and inthe name of God I crauethis at your handes, vn- 
burthen your owne conſcience,make your heart gladde, 
caſt off the burthen of your ſecrex (ins, purge the eyesof 
pu minde, that you may ſee Chriſter true repentance 
reake forth in holy confeſſion, ſhame the Lordes ene- 
mies, and makethe Church of Godreioice, and loe in 
thename of Chriſt I tell it you : Bleſſed is the day in 
which it was ſaid of you, a manchild is bome, and ble. 
ſed (hall bee the howre, in which ic ſhall beeſajd of you, 
you are deade in the Lorde : the cloſing vp of your eyes 
ſhall bethe beginning of your fight: and death your cn- 
trance into life. And th beſcech you fo 


Godly Letterr of M.- Deron 
for mee, and humblywppon my knees, I acke you heartie 
forgiuencs nearer; 6. —_ as it hb me tou» 
ching you. ; 51590 

You knowe howe in my time Ihaue perſwaded you 
from your wicked ſcruants, from your Popiſh friendes, 
and from your adulterous woman. Burt (alas) my Lord, 
your high calling hath bridled my wordes, I could not 
ſpeake as I ſhould, my words were tooſoft to heale fo 
olde a diſeaſe : why ſhould I haue tarried in your Lord. 
ſhips houſe exceprrheſe things had bin amended ? This 
bearing with your cuill, was the greateſt cuill I coulde 
haue done you. Ard I befcech you forgiue me,and God 
for his mercies ſake ſhall make me ſtrong,that heerafter 1 
ſhall notfeare toreproue the (inner, & God ſhall forgiue 
you yourdulnes of ſpirit, that could not be moued with 


alittle counſell. Nowmy Lord, bee ſtrong inthe Lo1d, 


and fearenor,if you muſt dic,remember that Chriſt bath 
ouercome him that hath the power of death, and hath 
ſette vs free from the power of the graue, Though you 
doc for a very little time turne again vnto duſt, yer again 
you ſhall keare the voice of the Trumper, corrupticn 
ſhall die becauſe he wasno better then his Fathers, and 

ou when you goe, youſball goe to your Fathers, the 
hes race of Nobility of which God hath raiſed you, c- 
uery one in his time 1s gone before you, and ſo manie as 
haue died in the faith,they (hal be again of your fellow. 
ſhip and kindred, and you ſhallpraiſe GO D with them 
andnot feare the ſecond death. The Lorde open your 
eyesthat you may ſce your hope, & you ſhallloue that 
companie above Kings and Princes. Y ou ſhall ſee Abra- 
ham of whom you haue heard ſo much,I{aac,lacob,lob, 
Samuel and Daniel, whoſe names you loved, you ſhall 
ſcePaul and Peter, whoſe focietic you wiſh for, all the 
Parriakes, 
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Patriarkes, Prophets, and Apoſtles that are gone before: 
you. Be bold therefore, 'and be bold to die : with Elias 
you ſhall ſee Chriſt clothed with your fleſh, whohath 
1mmorralitie in his-hand, and ſhall make you raigne for 
eucr : your time ſhall not be redious,and your glory ſhall 
haueno change : and he thar made the heauess fo high 
aboue the carth, the ſun,the moone, the ſtarres,ſo full of 
excellent beautic,he ſhall be your portion in his endleſſe 
glory : would God you could ſee himnowe with open 
countenance, that you might knowe bis louing kinde- 
nes, how much it is better thenlife ; I would you could 
wich all his Saints perceiue what were the height, the 
breadth, the length and che depth of his lt ri- 
ches. O happicdaies that ſhallneuer end, O bleſſed in- 
heritance that ſhall neuer waſte, O holic Cirticnewe [e- 
ruſalem,the perfe&ion of beauty where the inhabitants 
are Princes, O precious building that isnot made with 
hands, and ioyfull Tabernacles which GO-D himſelfe 
hath pitched ; my. voice faileth, and my tongue clea- 
ueth to my mourh when I woulde declare the cuerla- 
ſting gladnes, when God ſhall wipe away all teares from 
eureies, &there ſhall beno inoredcath,neither ſorrow, 
nor crying, nor yet any paine, forthe firſt things are paſt, 
Who remembreth this and faith nor, all fleſh is graſſe, 
and the glory of man isasthe flower of the field. Wee 
hauc nothing here,bur feare of our encmie, priefe in 
uerty, paine in labour, care inriches, unſt faſtneſſt in 
friendſhippe, enuie in authoriry, emulationin honour, 
charge in nobilitie, fearc{ina kingdom : and as the grea- 
teſt of all Princes hath wilclic pronounced, vexation of 
ſpirit in all chings that is vnder the Sunne, ſotrue it is va- 
nitie of vanities, and all is but vanitie. Youneedeno ex- 
ample, O my Lord — beholde your ſelfe _ 
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ſee what you were : reioicein the Lord and loueberter 
things, ceafc rocate ofthis corruption, and deſire Mane 
na ; drinke not of theſe puddles, -but goe rothe pure wa- 
ter of life, which is cleexe as chriſlall, andproceedeth out 
ofthe throve of GOD andot the Lambe : you are bur 
one ſteppe from this. glorious blefling, and that is rodic 
willingly and well; ſpeake forth the tecrers of your harr, 
and giue God glory. The Lord bleffe and keep you, 
the Lord litt vp his countenance vponyou, 
and fend you peacc. 


